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“ : ife’ i fi : : ifferent was Sam- 
Rejection of truth brings blindness to truth. The , ‘Acd hide for . oor te cae Pc ocd. Tuthortoed dee et “Whenever I fant mipselt 
only infallible and authoritative truth to be found Bs : | ian) for the wire.” 
: 3 Z 5 in the cellar of affliction, I look about the wi 
in the world today is the Word of God. When the That was a gray day in the life of George Matheson, No matter what may be the means that God shall 
at ‘written Word ‘is accepted from the heart, it brings one of Scotland’s promising young preachers, who, choose for lifting us up, let.us thank him for bringing 
men to the Living Word, which is Christ, who said, when he was twenty years old, went to have an opera-- ys to see the glory in-the gray. We do well to sing, 
“I am the truth.” Then indeed men’s eyes are opened; tion performed on his eyes, and was told by the sur- b 
as our Lord said to those who believed and continued geon, “You had better see your friends quickly, for + eet ay oes to Thee, 
in his word, “Ye shall know the truth, and the truth soon the darkness will settle on you forever, and all seceded SA ik a ental 
: shall make you free” (John 8:32). The strange fact —— of seeing them will be gone.” That was a gray That str aie. ; ‘ 
s the 42 is that those who reject God’s truth as revealed in day in the life of the young lad, Joseph, when with ; : , 
ng to fi) his Word pride themselves on their freedom. A well- love and tenderness, as he went to carry needed things. To see the glory in the gray is to discover the holy, 
is known university président, at the head of an institu- to his shepherd brothers far from home, he was taken: loving purpose of God in a sorrow; and to yield to that 
3 tion that was originally true to the Word of God, by them and sold as a slave. That was a gray day purpose is to sanctify the sorrow. 
‘ is reported to have said recently, in defense of the in Paul’s experience when, suffering from the thorn in One glory in the gray is that thereby we learn en- 
sescee BS teaching of evolution, that the historic position of the flesh, he besought the Lord unavailingly three times durance. “Stedfastness,” the Revised Version reads, 
his denomination has been “openness to truth from. for its removal. None of us would say that the gray while the Authorized has “patience.” What are these 
any quarter.” He commended-a well-known evolution- days never come. We know them,—the day of dis- but unruffled endurance? It was through tribulation 
pieae ist for “freedom of teaching, and of conscience.” Not appointment; the day of financial crash; the day when that George Matheson learned to endure after the 
only as te evolution, but also as to the foundations that loved one was borne to the grave. Yes, the gray blindness came. His biographer tells us that when the 
v1 of the Christian faith, this university, like most great -is very. real. darkness finally descended upon him he shut himself 
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Pipe life you have to write letters to get 
) this principle is true in 
In a large sense this principle 


business The Sunday School Times ising. 
columns offer you the ty of sending a 
message each week to the largest church and Sun- 
day-school constituency. The consistent use of this 
opportunity will bring you many desirable responses. 


on 
oe enn ee 


The Doors Were Shut 
By Laura S. F. Woodruff % 
Then7came Jesus, the doors being shut.—John 20 : 26 


HE scoffers were laughing together 
At credulous C iristians’ belief ; 
Their rational dogmas would quickly 
Put Faith and her minions to grief. 














One sneered, “ It is known to all science 
' ‘That life never comes to the dead ; 
Absurd to imagine His entrance 
doors that were shut, as they said.” 


A sunbeam came through the closed window 
To dazzle the dark clouded eyes 

Of him who had spoken so surely ; 
It filled him with troubled surprise. 


Then through the stone castle of scoffers, 
Whose doors had been barred against faith, 

The voice of a radio caroled, 

~ 6¢ He liveth, the Victor o’er death!’ 





Openness to Truth 


Peer poorer rented ne 


educational institutions today, rejects those founda- 
tidns. By “openness to truth” those who reject God's 
revealed truth declare their openness to error and 
falsehood. God’s Word says some searching ahd 
sobering things about this attitude. It speaks of those 
who, “when they knew God, they glorified him not 


~ 


of the truth, that they might be saved,” and “for this 
cause God shall- send them strong delusion, that they 
should believe a lie’ (2 Thess. 2:10, 11). The chief. 


grievously sick, and Aer father went to Jesus and 
begged him to come and heal her. The Lord started, 
was hindered by an unexpected delay; then. came 
word fromthe father’s home that it was too late. 
Play Boone. wanct is dead ; one Sage the Master,” was 
the heart-breaking message. . The. yery . word in 
the record is one of the-most_ bless ds in the en- 
tire Bible: “But.” After all sorts of hopeleSs situ» 
ations God’s Word gives us that wonderful “But.” 
“Dead, but—.” Perhaps there is a situation con- 
fronting us today in which it is plainly too late to do 
anything. All-hope is over, now. “But.” For imme- 
diately after the record of the death of the little girl, 
and the words “Trouble not the Master,” we read, 
“But when Jesus heard it, he answered him, saying, 
Fear not: believe only, and she shall be made whole.” 
Then the Lord kept his word —he always dees. He 


- went on with the father: to that stricken home, he took 


The Glory 


OME years ago a book was published with the 

title, “The Glory in the Gray.” It dealt with 

the blessings that come through suffering and sor- 
row. Long centuries before that book was published 
Paul had seen the glory in the gray, and he wrote 
by inspiration: “We also rejoice in our fribulatiOns: 
knowing that tribulation worketh stedfastness; and 
stedfastness, approvedness; and approvedness,. hope: 
and hope putteth not to shame; because the love of 
God hath been shed abroad in our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit which was given unto us” (Rom. 5: 3-5). 

“We also rejoice in our tribulations” —that is the 
gray; “knowing that tribulation worketh stedfastness” 
—that is the glory. 

We have to face the undoubted fact of the existence 
of the gray in life. There can be no question that 
the blue in the sky of every life is at times overcast 
by clouds of gray. 


the little girl by the hand, and he “called, saying, Maid, 
arise.” It was “too late,” nevertheless she arose. 
There _was no delay, either; “she arose straightway.” 
It is Christ’s blessed call to us, today, to bring that 
hopeless, “too late” matter to him. He is saying to 
us now, “Fear not: believe only.” 


Are Gatastrophes Divine Punishments? .............. 106 ©0as God,” and “‘who changed the truth of God into a 
Can Roumania Safely Persecute the Jew? By Thomas lie, and worshipped and served the creature more > at 
ms + crease ae TONE EE adage a toy than the Creator” (Rom. 1:21, 25). A terrible word 
’ as Feng Made an Entangling Alliance y A. Gordon follows: “For this cause God gave them up.” Else- 
i WAVE PUER oiindkcacrs eco s00k = 5s 00 -oveeesyieeeses WS Where we read of those who “restived nor the love ‘sfter the Supernatural 


Supernatural blessings and experiences are very 
wonderful; they are to be welcomed gratefully when 
God sends them; but we must remember that they 


~ “S" than Goforth, D.D. .i..ccseeece eset cece e eee eteceenenreees 109 a : : 1. WwW look £ h d 

Girls’ Di Mother Ruth 110 work of Satan and sin is to persuade men that false- Te exceptional, e are not to look for the super 

- My Baperionce. peaee reg seed Jeteiesiseeeetees 10 hood is truth; when men are open to that, they are natural, ordinarily; we are not to live by the super- 

A Graduation Day for Little’. Folks. By Mrs. Frank =. danger of closing_the door of Heaven against them- Prk Daya b “ph oor tig? aug ae 

ilton —..... eredcsetTieevete De vccet cdanibe font owesvoee ees IIE % x } ; 

When "the Maia at the Manse Started a Revival ..... eons 1E2 24; our lives by natural blessings, and he expects us to 
International Uniform Lesson ........0..seeeeeseeeeees 113-117 at use them. Over and over again this lesson is brought 
Have You Joined the S. S. T. Radio Bible Class? ........ 117 out in the Scriptures. After Christ had gone to the 
: age i MED <4, cdincnasoen Vines deaasse vakensenh Seaueense 117 Too Late? home of Jairus, when it was “too late” because word 
. Victorious Hife ....secserseeeeeeenssescenanscererteceers 118 Gull : ; had come that the little daughter had died, and then 
a tn ee ee x a6! Zz. pe When is it too late for God? A little girl lay after he had called her back to life again -and rajsed 


her up, the next word is a surprising one. The father 
and mother of the little girl were there, and the Lord 
“commanded to give her meat.” One might suppose 
that after a stuperidous miracle of this sort, the little 
body would be supernaturally sustained, without food, 
for the rest of that day! Not at all; after the super- 
natural.came the need of the natural; the parents 
were tQ supply their little one with food, just as 
though she come in from a romp. or a. hike’ out- 
doors. After Lazarus. was raised from the dead by 
Christ’s miracle-word, the next word from the Lord 
of glory was to the risen man’s friends, “Loose him, 
and let him go.” The grave clothes with which the 
dead man had been bound did not drop away mir- 
aculously, but had to be loosed naturally. If God has 
wonderfully blessed us through supernatural experi- 
ences, are we in danger of forgetting the need of moy- 
ing forward quietly by the use of natural means? 


in the Gray 


But just as real is the glory. One has quaintly said, 
“In giving medicine our Father never opens the wrong 
bottle.” How true it is, as another has finely expressed 
it, “God often sends diseases of the body to cure those 
of the soul.” Realizing the blessings that had ac- 
crued to him as a result of a physical malady, one said, 
“I would gladly crawl on my hands and knees 
across the continent to get that disease if it were the 
only means of obtaining the blessing that now fills my 
soul.” During his sufferings one cf the speakers said 
to Job,. “All these things worketh God oftentimes with 
man, to bring back kis soul from the pit, to be en- 
lightened with the light of the living.” 

In the days that are gray it becomes us in the light 
of the experiences of others, and in the greater light 
of God’s Word, to look more deeply into the gray and 
seek for the glory that is surely there. Elihu com- 
plained, ““Now men see not the bright light which is 
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i and gave an entire day to communion with God. 
hen he came forth sweet in his spirit, courageous in 
his soul, happy in his heart, with his suffering turned 
to song. It was out of a furnace like that that hé 
could so endure as to sing: 


O Light, that followest all my way, 
1 yield my flickering torch to Thee; 

My heart restores its borrowed ray, 

‘That in Thy sunshine’s blaze its day 
May brighter, fairer be. 


A noble character wrought through suffering is an- 
other glory in the gray. The word translated “ap- 
provedness” in the Revised Version, and “experience” 
m the Authorized, means “proof,” the idea being that 
tribulations test, while endurance under thegtests’ proves 
the genuineness of our faith, One who by steadfast 
endurance is proved to be genuine is said to be a per- 
son of sterling worth and of high character. Another 
translation is, “Endurance produces character.” Wey- 
mouth translates a Corinthians 4:17: “For this our 
light and transitory burden of suffering is achieving 
for us a preponderating, . . . and eternal weight of 
glory.”. Achieving for us! That is what constitutes, 
in part, the glory in the gray, that sufferings actually 
are used by God to achieve for us high and noble char- 
acters, 

A by-product of suffering is hope. Pain inspires 
to our best, and we thereby hope for the passing of 
the gray and the coming of the glory. Wells some- 
times have two buckets, so that as you send one down 
the other is lifted to the top. As Malcolm McLeod 
says: “That is the way with sorrow. Sorrow so ad- 
justs the pulleys that, like the bird’s wing, its very 
weight becomes a lift.” 

A fourth glory in the gray, revealed in this passage 
in Romans, is that suffering induces fellowship with 
God. “The love of God floods our hearts.” When 
God’s love is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit we are inevitably made sympathetic. 

A story is told of a great surgeon of whom a nurse 
said, “He has many admirers, but few friends.” She 
said she meant that professionalism had atrophied his 
power of sympathy. “For instance,” said the nurse, 
“the other day an engineer was brought in with his 


arm crushed, and when the doctor told him it would , 


have to be amputated the poor fellow mildly pro- 
tested; at which the surgeon lost his temper, saying 
as he slammed the door and went away that he would 


leavee him to come to his senses and decide whether | 


he preferred amputation or death.” That evening at 
dinner the surgeon was narrating the incident, and his 
sister, who had a woman’s heart, said, “Oh, well, 
John, the poor fellow has a family; his arm is all he 
has, Did you explain the gravity? Put yourself in 
his place.” 

The words evidently went home, for the surgeon 
went back to the hospital, and the unfortunate man 
was wheeled into the operating room. But blood poi- 
soning had already set in, arid in severing the hmb 
the surgeon cut his own finger, and it became so badly 
infected that in a few weeks his arm had lost its skill. 
The great man was now in a similar position him- 
self. Calling his sister he said: ‘“Floy, it’s the great- 
est game in the world. Just to look about you and see 
your assistants, every one in his place, every one with 
his part to play—like regulars in gun drill. Not 
a word, not a hitch, only the — clip, of the forceps 
or the low call ‘sponge.’ To feel the ligatures tighten, 
to see the tied artery and know it will never slip. And 
then to think that I can never operate again. Floy, it’s 
hard.” 

The nurse did not understand the great change she 
noticed in the surgeon. He inquired every morning 
how the engmeer was. He even shared his flowers 
with him. Dr. McLeod, who tells this story, says, 
“He was less of a surgeon, perhaps, but he was more 
of a man.” It was the glory in the gray. 

After Paul had prayed three times for the removal 
of the thorn that pierced him so, the Lord said to 
his servant: “My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
power is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing readily 
the glory in the gray, Paul exclaimed: “Most gladly 
therefore will I rather glory in my weaknesses, that 
the power of Christ may rest upon me. For when I 
am weak, then am I strong.” 

Look at two sufferers. One is Jacob. He thought 
of his having to leave his father’s home as he fled 
from Esau; there were his hardships in Padan-aram; 
the loss of Rachel at Bethel could never be forgotten ; 
there was the crushing loss of Joseph, all followed by 
the imperious demand of the ruler in Egypt that Ben- 
jamin be brought to him in that. far country. 

The other sufferer is Paul. Hear him: “In labors 
more abundantly, in prisons more abundantly, in stripes 
above measure, in deaths oft. Of the Jews five times 
received I forty stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten 
with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered_ship- 
wreck, a night and a day have I been in the deep,” 
and still more. 

Both of these suffered intensely. Jacob had one view 
of sufferings, Paul had quite another. The first was 
the short view; the second, the long view. Jacob and 
Paul each looked at the long column of sufferings. 
Here is the result of Jacob’s addition: “All these 
things are against me” (Gen. 42:36). Here is the 
sum of Paul’s figures: “And we know that all things 
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work together for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to his purpose.” That is 
the glory in the gray. 

All this is part-of the “why” of suffering. It is 
the answer, in part, to-the problem of pain. Believe 
with all your heart in the glory in the gray. God does 
not always let us immediately see the glory in the gray 
here, nor may he let us know fully the end of the way; 
but he will ever give us light enough to take the next 
step in obedience, in faith, in surrender, ‘in love, im 
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loyalty. And one day, whe 
have been dispelled, whe#it 
por we — map oursel¥s 
shall see will be all glory, n ven tinged with gray. _ 
Then we shall know that our dark y aah helped to 
make the sunshine all the brighter; that all our bur- 
dens and afflictions of the way only added to the eter- 
nak weight of glory, which our sufferings helped to 
achieve for us; and we shall sing with all the redeemed, 
“He hath done all things well.” 


he clouds of gray shall 










Is the “Wretched Man” 
*“*More Than Conqueror” ? 


A question —if you can find room to answer through 


the Times. Is Romans 7:24 the experience of one 
who is “more than conqueror through him that loved 
us,” or is it otherwise?—A Reader in South India, 


It is well to bring together the two Scripture state- 
ments about which this reader inquires. The first, 
Romans 7:24, reads: ¥ 


O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from 
the body of this death? 


The second, in Romans 8: 37, reads: 


In all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us. 


Dr. C. I. Scofield once said, at a Victorious Life 
Conference, “Christian experience, and the experience 
of the Christian, may be very different things.’ The 
Christian may have experiences that are anything but 
Christian. It is never necessary that he should have 
experiences of discouragement, defeat, and unbelief; 
God has provided abundantly and sufficiently against 
them. But the Christian may be ignorant of God's 
provision, or, knowing of it, may not trust God for 
it. -In such a case_he may have the agonizing experi- 
ence of Romans-7, culminating in the cry of the 
twenty-fourth verse. 

Yet even the defeated, enslaved Christian who cries 
out, “O wretched man that I am!” is all the time, from 
the standpoint of God’s provision for him in Christ 
and his actual possessions in Christ, “more than con- 
queror.” He may not live as a conqueror; he may. not 
even know that he is, in his standing and resources, a 
conqueror; that does not alter the fact of what he is 
‘and can do through Christ, but it sadly alters his en- 
joyment and experience of the facts that are all the 
time gloriously true. It is as though a man had been 
made a millionaire by a legacy, and the money was de- 
positetl in his own name in the bank, and all the while 
he was living in a hovel, clothed in rags and almost 
starving. The way he lived, in poverty and starvation, 
would not alter the fact that he, was a millionaire. 
But his lack of knowledge of his resources would 
greatly interfere with his use and enjoyment of them. 

In the sixth chapter of Romans Paul tells us of 
the wonderful, supernatural facts that have occurred 
in the life and person of every born-again child of 
God. These are facts for every Christian whether 
they are realized or not. Every child of God, be- 
cause he has been baptized by the Holy Spirit into 
Christ, was baptized into Christ’s death, and has died 
unto sin; he has been raised with Christ from his for- 
nier sin-death, is freed from the power of sin; sin 
has no dominion over him, fot he is not under law, 
but under grace; and he is to reckon on all this, he 
is to believe it, so that he may walk in the newness 
of spiritual resurrection life. 

But there was a time when even Paul, after he 
was saved, did not know this. The same is true of 
many a Christian today. So Paul passes from chap- 
ter six to chapter seven of, Romans, and in chapter 
seven describes the experience that he himself had, 
after he had been born again, but before he knew the 
glorious facts set forth in chapters six and eight. He 
had the new life in Christ Jesus, but he did not know 
all that this meant. He longed to do nothing but God’s 
will, for God’s life within him cried out for this. So, 
in misery, he said, “For the good that I would I do 
not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.” And 
then came the agonizing groan of the twenty-fourth 
verse. 

The answer immediately follows, by . inspiration: 
“I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” — 
then Paul passes on to the revelations of the eighth 
chapier, exultantly giving us the Emancipation Proc- 
lamation of the Christian life, “The law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the 
law of sin and death” (Rom. 8:2). As has been 
well said, “Paul’s groan in the seventh chapter of 
Romans is not as loud as his shout in the eighth.” 

In a footnote on Romans 7, in the Scofield Refer- 
ence Bible, is the illuminating comment: 


Just when the apostle passed through the experi- 
ence of Romans 7: 7-25 we are not told. Perhaps dur- 
ing the days of physical blindness at Damascus (Acts 
9:9); perhaps in Arabia (Gal. 1:17). It is the experi- 


And 





ence of a renewed man, under the law, and still ignorant 
of the delivering power of the Holy Spirit (compare 
Rom. 8:2). With the great revelations afterward em- 
bodied in Galatians and Romans, the apostle’s experi- 
ence entered its third phase. He now knew himself to 
be “dead to the law by the body of Christ,” and, in 
the power of the indwelling Spirit, “free from the law 
of sin and death” (8 : 2); while “the righteousness of. the 
law” was wrought in him (not by him) while he walked 
after the Spirit (8:4). Romans 7 is the record of past 
conflicts and defeats experienced as a renewed man 
under law. 


Paul came to see that Christ as Saviour and Lord 
delivered him, not only from the law of death, but 
also from the law of sin. He was saved, not only 
from the first death and the second death, both physi- 
cal and eternal death, but he was saved from sinning 
even while living in his corruptible body in this pres- 
ent life. As he walked moment by moment in full faith 
in the delivering and keeping power of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, he had moment by moment the experience of 
one who is more than conqueror through Christ and 
His love. \ 

And so, through the inspired Scriptures of the apos- 
tle, Christ calls upon each one of us who has received 
him as Saviour to believe his word that, in him, we 
have died unto sin, and have been raised to walk in 
newness of life. We are to praise him, by faith, that 
because we are not under: the law, where we have to 
do something for ourselves, but are under grace, where 
God does it all for us, sin shall not have dominion 
ever us; and, made free*from the law of sin and death, 
we are to rejoice by faith in continual victory, “more 
than conquerors through him that loved us.” 


=< 
Are Catastrophes Divine Punishments ? 


After reading your editorial note [in The Sunday 
School Times of November 6], “Are Catastrophes Di- 
vine Punishments?” I would suggest that you change 
your date line from 1926 to 926, or better to 1926 B. C.— 
A Philadelphia Reader. . 


“The word of the Lord endureth for ever” (1 Pet. 
1:25). The Sunday School Times is part of the 
great multitude who believe that the Word of God 
spoken 1926 B. C. is as true today as it was then, and 
was as true then as it is today. A thousand years ago, 
in A, D. 926 or 927, it was also true. Through all the 


‘ages God has declared, both to believers and to un- 


believers, that he punishes men’s sin by catastrophes 
in what we call the natural world, as Well as in other 
ways. This unchanging truth and principle and method 
of God’s dealing with men runs through the Word 
from Genesis to Revelation. An instance of it oc- 
curred about 18908 B. C., where the wickedness of 
Sedom and Gomorrah was punished by “brimstone 
and fire from the Lord out of heaven; and he over- 
threw those cities, and all the plains, and all the in- 
habitants of the cities, arid that which grew upon the 
ground” (Gen. 19:24, 25). The physical results of 
that great catastrophe are seen today in the lower 
region of the Dead Sea, as the archeological investi- 


‘gations of Dr. Melvin Grove Kyle and others with 


whom he was associated showed during the expedition 
of 1924. 

Straight through the Scriptures we find the same 
dealings of God with men. If one will take a concord- 
ance and look up the hundreds of passages in which. 
occurs the word “wrath” in connection with 
and the Lord, throughout Old Testament and New, one 
will -be impressed by the prevalence of this principle. 
It was declared by the Lord Jesus Christ, in unmistak- 
able terms,.over and over again during his ministry on 
earth. And in the Revelation that.Christ gave to the , 
apostle John we are shown that the greatest catas- 
trophes in the natural world, because of the sins of men, 


-are still in the future, — many believe in the early 


future, because of the Scripturally predicted signs 
of the end that are now multiplying before our-eyes. 

The bright side of it all was given at the conclusion 
of the earlier editorial statement in The Sunday School 
Times: ‘“God’s catastrophic judgments on sin will 
increase as the world’s*sin increases; but to the very 
end, ‘where sin abounded, grace did much more 
abound.’ ” Every catastrophe is God’s call to men to 
turn to him and be saved. 
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Can Roumania Safely Persecute the Jew? 
By Thomas M. Chalmers, 


. History and prophecy raise warning voices against ill treatment of Israel 





Founder and Missionary Director of the 
New York Jewish Evangelization Society 














Pharaoh’s Warning to the Czar 


HEN Alexander III of Russia: was persecut- 
, ing his Jewish subjects, Punch of London had 
a cartoon, showing the ghest of Pharaoh stand- 
ing over the Czar with warning finger, pointing to 
those subjects with these words, “Beware! I have had 
experience of that.” : 
rederick the Great said, “No nation ever persecuted 
the Jews and prospered.” Though of infidel mind, he 
knew far better than most Christians the philosophy 
of history. Jehovah said by the great prophet, “No” 
weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper” (Isa. 
54:17). Through the ages God has watched over Is- 
rael. When the Jews in their synagogue services in 
Russia at that time read the words of Isaiah 59: 19, 
“When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit 
of the Lord shall liff up a standard against him,” 
they whispered after the reading of the words, “the 
enemy” (in Hebrew “ha-Tsar’”’), “the Tsar, the Tsar!” 


Roumania Courting Ruin 


EXT to Russia, and in some ways equalling Russia, 

stands Roumania in her ill treatment of the Jews, 
This has been true in all her history since gaining 
freedom from Turkey. She has violated treaty engage- 
ments with cool cynicism. Her leading men have in 
most cases been haters of the Jew. And now even 
Queen Marie persists in denying the facts concerning 
the persecution of the Jewish subjects of her land, 
But they are.too patent. In one way after another 
Jews are dealt with as if they were without any of 
the common rights of men. Students in the higher 
schools are limited in number and are often unable 
to pursue their studies for lack of protection of their 
persons from assaults by fellow students, or from 
townsmen in the places where they seek education. 
Merchants are discriminated against. Rabbis are un- 
safe. Women and children meet with almost daily 
insult. All promises given in, the Treaty of Berlin 
and that of Versailles are disregarded. The League 
of Nations finds little respect in Roumania. The public 
opinion of the world, often expressed against such in- 
humanity, has been- without any practical influence on 
the minds of Roumanian statesmen, 


World-Wide Indignation and Protest 


T IS not necessary here:to report the individual pro- 
tests from societies, ledges, Jewish and Christian ~ 
organizations, and the like. These have expressed the 
blazing indignation of men and women whose feelings 
are outraged that, in, this late period of human his- 
tory, a nation professing to be Christian and civilized 
should commit such outrages and excesses against a 
large portion of its population, A great protest meet- 
ing, attended by nearly four thousand people of all 
classes, was arranged in New York by the American 
Jewish Congress. Addresses were made by leading 
Jews and Christians. Resolutions were adopted that 
were later presented by a delegation, headed by Rabbi 
Stephen S. Wise, to the Roumanian Minister at Wash- 
ington. Scores of organizations in Russia, Austria, 
Poland, Palestine, Great Britain, and Germany also 
made protest. The International Union of the League 
of Nations Societies is said to have pledged itself 
says The American Hebrew, to take up the cause of 
Roumanian Jews. May the Roumanian Government and 
ple heed this mighty wave of protest before the 
judgments of God come down on that guilty land. 


The National Jewish Conference on Palestine 


T IS not too late to refer to the historic conference 

held in Boston, November 20 and 21. Two thousand 
five hundred delegates and guests from all over the 
land gathered to consider problems relating to the re- 
building of the Jewish national home in the Holy 
Land, and to devise ways and means for its execution. 
In addition to the presence of nearly every distin- 
guished figure in American Zionism, Dr. Chaim Weiz- 
mann, President of the World Zionist Organization, 
was at hand to give counsel and to stir the hearts of 
all sorts of Jews with the spirit animating himself 
for the restoration of Israel in Palestine. 

At this conference, the quota of the United Pales- 
tine Appeal was accepted, and American Jews will 
seek to raise, this year, $7,500,000 for Palestinian 
work. This is a great advance over last year’s quota, 
which was $5,000,000. The many addresses. were 
charged with courageous optimism. The reports of 
work done were reassuring, showing the solid advance 


made in Palestine. The New Palestine refers to the 
address of Dr. Weizmann as follows: 


“The total impression made by Dr. Weizmann’s 
address was one of serious hopefulness, If he in- 
dulged in no cheery slogans, no easy satisfactions, no 
unqualified assurances, he all the more gravely. pointed 
to the-mass of solid achievement on which Zionism 
now rested. ‘All roads that lead to Jerusalem make 
the feet sore,’ he said in one of his inspired flashes — 
and the final emotion remaining was not the weariness 
of the journey, but the inevitability of the destination 
— Jerusalem.” : “. 


What American Jews are Doing for Palestine 


N REFERRING to New York Jewry’s “most gi- 

gantic effort for Palestine,” the raising of $2,500,- 
000, one-third of the total quota for all American 
Jews, The Jewish Tribune praisés the work of the 
Jews of our land in these words: 

“It would take a volume fully to describe the ac- 
complishments of American Jews for Palestine. Amer- 
ican money is financing the Hebrew University. Com- 
merce and: industry get their encouragement from 
American Israel. Land is purchased ard the health 
of the settlers is protected. What is particularly en- 
couraging, however, is that the precedent for gen- 
erosity established by American Jews does not stop 
with what has so far been accomplished, but gains 
impetus as time goes on. A record was established by 
the United Palestine Appeal last year, and this record 
promises to be exceeded in the $7,500,000 campaign 
this year. New York Jewry has been among the main 
forces in the success for Palestine. We have faith in 
the work of the Jews of America, and we look for 
even greater.generosity for Palestine on behalf of the 
Jews of New York.” 

How little the unthinking Czar Alexander III 
dreamed that, by exiling his Jews and sending them to 
America, Canada, and South Africa, he was paving 
the way for the establishment of great Jewries which 
would be enriched before another generation suffi- 
ciently to build a home for the Jews of the world in 
Palestine. The Jews of Canada and South Africa 
have done immensely well in raising funds for Jew- 
ish settlement in the Holy Land. The total Zionist 
budget for the current year is $10,000,000, of which 
the Jews of the United States are to raise three- 
fourths. God’s providence is wonderful. The road 
to Jerusalem for world Jewry leads by. the way of 
America. And the Americanized Jews will not only 
give their wealth but- will one day, when they also 
return to Palestine, introduce to the old land the larger 
ways of American life and culture. But all Israel 
from all Jands will be quickened and blessed by theig 
Lord, the great Messiah. 


The Passing of a Famous Jew 


SHER GINSBERG (well-known under his pen 

name of Achad Ha’Am, or “One of the People’) 
died in Tel Aviv, Palestine, January 2, 1927. His 
funeral took place the same day. He was seventy 
years old, 
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Jewish emigrants from Poland to Palestine during 1926 
numbered 6,808, as compared with 17,74c for the year 1925. 

The Jewish National Fund has taken preliminary steps for 
carrying out large reclamation works upon its lands in the 
Upper Kishon Valiey. 

The Palestine Loan Bill authorizing the British Exchequer 
to endorse the $22,500,000 loan for Palestine was passed by 
the House of Commons on December 13. 

Eleven American Jews have been elected to the Board of 
Governors of the Hebrew University at Jerusalem. The list 
includes Felix M. Warburg, Dr. Stephen S. Wise, and Judge 
B. N. Cardoza. 


The United S of America has acquired from the 
Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem, representing the Greek 
Catholic Church, a site on which will shortly be erected 
the first modern synagogue and community center in the 
Holy City. 

A five million dollar campaign to get the youth of the na- 
tion back to the farm was started in New York by leading 
Jewish and other business men, in connection with the Jew- 
ish National Farm School at Doylestown, Pa. Half of the 


money is to be used to enlarge the school at Doylestown, 
says The American Hebrew. 

Fifteen hundred immigration certificates, for men and wo- 
men between the ages of eighteen and forty-five, both skilled 
and unskilled workers, have been issued to the Palestine 
Zionist Executive by the Palestine Government for distri- 
bution in the six months ending March 31, 1927. 


In the death of Ginsberg, world Jewry loses ones 
of its most eminent writers in modern times. He was 
born in Russia, studied in rabbinical schools and se- 
cured in the universities of Vienna, Berlin, and Bres- 
lau a modern education. He returned to his home in 
Odessa, Russia, where he gradually came to the front 
as a leader in the Zionist movement. His first article, 
“Lo Ze Haderech” (“This [s Not the Way’), pub- 
lished in 1889 in the Hebrew journal, Hamelitz, was a 
criticism of the Zionist ideas of the celebrated Zion- 
ist leader of that time, A. Pinsker. This article in- 
troduced Ginsberg to the wider circle of European 
Jewry, then in the early ferment of Zionist ideas, 
Ginsberg later criticized Dr, Herzl for his poiitical 
and economic Zionism, asserting that the Jews could 
not return to the land of their fathers without due 
preparation of. heart for such return. 

His whole philosophy of Zionism was a plea for 
moral or spiritual Zionism, the making of Palestine a 
spiritual center for the Jews of the world. He edited 
the monthly Hebrew magazine, Ha-Shiloah, from 1896 
to 1902. His whole literary output was in Hebrew. 
His works have been translated into various languages 
and he was recognized in world Jewry as the phil- 
osopher of Zionism. Both his work and that of Herzl 
were necessary, if the Jewish people were to return 
as Scripture foretold, in unbelief to their ancient land, 
though Ginsberg contemplated no national return. His 
idea of a “spiritual center” may be found in his essay 
with that title, one of his “Ten Essays on Zionism 
and Judaism,” pp. 123; 124. _ 


What a Spiritual Center Means 


FTER defining the word center as implying a cir- 
cumference, and speaking of centers as differing 
according to the character of each, Ginsberg says: 

“Bearing well in mind this definition, which is famil- 
iar enough, and applying it to the phrase quoted above 
—‘in Palestine we ¢an and should found for ourselves 
a spiritual center of our nationality’ —we shall find 
that the- phrase can only~be interpreted as follows: 

““A center of our nationality’ implies that there 
is a national circumference, which, like every circum- 
ference, is much larger than the center. That is to 
say, the speaker sees the majority of his people, in 
the future as in the past, scattered over-all the world, 
but no longer broken up into a number of disconnected 
parts, because one part—the one in Palestine — will 
be a center for all, and will unite them all into a sin- 
gle,.complete circumference. When all the scattered 
limbs of the national body feel the beating of the na- 
tional heart restored to life in the home of its vital- 
ity, they too will once again draw near one to another 
and welcome the inrush of living blood that will flow 
from the heart. 

“*‘Spiritual’ means that this relation of center and 
circumference between Palestine and the lands of the 
Diaspora (exile) will be limited, of necessity, to the 
spiritual side of life. The influence of the center will 
strengthen the national consciousness in the Diaspora, 
will wipe out the spiritual taint of galuth (exile), 
and will fill our spiritual life with a national content 
which will be true and natural, not like the artificial 
content with which we now fill up the void.” 

It is clear that the spiritual center of Achad Ha’ Am 
might wipe out the taint of the galuth, but it could 
never wipe out the galuth itself. Such-philosophy will 
be forgotten when all Israel returns to Palestine. Dr. 
Herzl’s ideas led the Jews to the right conception of 
a return, It means national restoration for the Jew- 
ish people, as the prophets foretold. 


A New Government House in Jerusalem 


ER since the British Government took over Pal- 
estine, the Palestinian Government has utilized the 
alace built by the former German Kaiser on the 
Mount of Olives as a home for its High Commis- 
sioner. Now The New Palestine reports the purchase 
of a new site for this purpose: : 
“The Palestine Government has 4 last acquired a 
site for a Government House, the permanent resi- 
dence of the High Commissioner. This is on the south 
side of Jerusalem in the neighborhood of Mikor Haim 
(Fountain of Life) and Talpioth (The Heights), a 
region marked out for the superior residential quar- 
ter, the ‘West End’ of Jerusalem. It is stated that 
one hundred dunam (nearly twenty-three acres) will 
cost the authorities $70,000, which is somewhat less 
than the price of land in Talpioth with its sixty houses, 
where it is $3,000 an acre.” 


New York. 
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The present position and danger of 
China’s Christian Marshal 








Has Feng Made an Entangling Alliance? 


By A. Gordon Melvin, Ph.D. 








Mailed from China as late as December 29, 1926, this keen analysis of the present situation in China is of 


unusual timeliness and interest. 


Army.” It may be had from 


Sunday School Times of the return of Marshal 

Feng from Russia to assume command of his 
army, I pointed out that an alliance between Feng 
and the revolutionary armies of the South seemed to 
be imminent. At that time it was also pointed out 
that such an alliance would involve Feng and the army 
in eertain complications. All of these things have 
materialized during the last few months, and the Chris- 
tian army is now involved in heavy fightirig for the 
revolutionary cause. But this is not all. By his alli- 
ance with the South, Feng becomes mixed up in a 
political tangle in which Christianity itself seems to 
be an important factor. 

Will the great Christian Marshal compromise his 
principles in this great testing point in his career? 
Observers have been watching closely and are more 
anxious than they have ever been before, for. now 
is the time for Feng’s mighty triumph or his great 
failure. Unfortunately some of his keenest critics 
_ and best friends feel that he is in imminent danger of 

making serious mistakes. Never before has his posi- 
tion seemed so difficult, and never before have his 
proponents been so troubled concerning him, Those 
in China and abroad who have for some time been 
watching his career will want to have a clear under- 
standing of the situation. Unfortunately such an un- 
derstanding demands a rather full knowledge of mili- 
tary and political movements in China today. es 

There can be little doubt that China is now passing 
through events of the greatest importance in her na- 
tional development. Never has the old seemed to be 
passing so rapidly and never has the new sprung up 
so quickly in a night. The nominal revolution of 
1911, which changed the name of China from Empire 
to Republic and set-a new flag flying in the breeze 
did little to change the hearts and ways of the mil- 
lions who lived their lives in much the same old way 
beneath its five bands of gay color. In the meanwhile 
the affairs of the government became more tangled 
every day, official corruption flourished increasingly, 
incessant wars cursed the country, and extortion and 
oppression seemed but to increase as the years went 
by. Last spring the last of a long line of ephemeral 
presidents was deposed and since then China has been 
without any president, — practically without any gov- 
ernment and in a state of financial ruin, 

But in the midst of this increasing chaos was aris- 
ing a new spirit among the youth of the country. 
Ten years ago a missionary who tried to awaken in- 
terest in a nearby war was told by his students that 
it was of no importance as it was in another province. 
Today nationalism is developed among the students 
and young people to the pitch of hysteria, and has 
produced a nation-wide cry for national equality and 
an anti-foreign and anti-Christian movement, From 
one end of the country to another the educated people 
in the community are filled with a new determination 
that China shall become a modern nation. 

It is this all-pervading spirit of nationalism and this 
immense determination for progress that, probably 
more than anything else, accounts for the rapid and 
widespread success of China’s new revolution. This 
new movement which may properly be regarded as a 
second phase of the revolution of 1911 has its origin, 
early in the summer, in the South and was initiated 
and is being carried on with remarkable .success by 
the Kuomintang or People’s Party. This People’s 
Party professes vehemently to carry out. the principles 
and teachings of Dr. Sun Yat-sen, who claimed to be 
a Christian and ‘whose Christian funeral the writer 
witnessed in Peking two years ago. 

These’ principles and policies of Dr. Sun are con- 
tained in a book which, although it is now sold by the 
hundreds of thousands of copies all over China and 
is the handbook of the Revolution, has unfortunately 
never been translated into English. It is itself revo- 
- lutionary in that it is written in the simplest Chinese 
and makes no pretense of using the literary wen 
style. It is consequently available to all and readable 
by the merest school boy. The title-of the book is 
the “San Min Chu I” (“Three Principles of Democ- 
racy”), The influence of Sun’s foreign education is 
obvious throughout. Its contents are not startling and 
are to be noted rather for patriotic fervor and for the 
application of borrowed ideas to the Chinese’ sit- 
uation than. for gnything strikingly original. The 
three principles roughly translated are (1) National- 
ism, (2) Democracy, and (3) The Right of the Peo- 
ple to Live. It is obvious that these are democratic 
and not communistic theories. If there be any ap- 
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proach to Bolshevistic ideas they are not found in these 
principles but must be traced to the first of the three 
steps in the program of reform set forth by Dr. Sun. 
These three steps are (1) Militarism, which means ob- 
taining control of the government by revolution, (2) 
Tutelage, a period in which a beneficent government 
shall educate and train the people for the third stage, 
(3) Representative seli-government. 

The violent aspects of the present movement have 
their origin in this first step.of militarism, The armies 
of the Kuomintang have swept rapidly northward, 
Hankow, Hanyang, and finally the besieged city of Wu- 
chang fell before them. They have stretched down the 
river and are approaching Shanghai, ‘and have now 
complete control of the Yangtze Valley. The Southern 
Revolutionary or Nationalist Government has moved 
to Wuchang which is now proclaimed as the new capi- 
tal of China. Early recognition by foreign govern- 
ments seems likely. The opposition of Wu. Pei-fu, 
who has been so badly defeated by the South, con- 
tinues to be puerile. Chang Tso-lin in the North has 
formed a new combine which he calls the An Kuo 
Chun, or Army to Bring Peace to the Country, and 
he professes to be out to quell the “reds,” and is dis- 
og forces southward for the spring fighting. 
“eng Yu-hsiang has thrown in his lot with the South 
and his armies are carrying all before them. 

When Marshal Feng returned from Russia to take 
up command of his army and to give aid to the South 
it was some time before arrangements could be made 
for his forces to take the field in earnest. After the 
fall of Nankow last summer the army retreated west- 
ward without offering much opposition: It is obvious 
now that when Marshal Feng gave the order for re- 
treat he knew what was about to happen in the South, 
as the plans of the Kuomintang for their great move- 
ment must have been completed by that time This ex- 
plains better than anything else the retreat from Nan- 
kow, which at the time seemed so inexplicable, The 


retreat simply brought about cessation of hostilities ° 


in the North and provided the opportunity for the 
removal of large bodies of troops south into Kansu in 
preparation for the present conflict. This was a mas- 
terly piece of strategy which evidently caught the 
northern forces unawares, This great mass move- 
ment first west and then south and then east must have 
been most arduous, but when it was completed prep- 
arations were made for the rapid eastward sweep 
across Shensi which has just taken place. In this ad- 
vance Wu's men were routed by Feng’s three column 
drive until today the army has penetrated Honan and 
seems about to reach the capital, Loyang. This means 
that the immediate and very important objective of 
linking up with the Southern forces seems imminent. 
When this comes about Feng and his ally Chiang Kai- 
shih, the Southern dictator, will control the whole of 
southern and central China and be the ascendant party 
in the land. ‘ 
So much for the military situation, which seems quite 
satisfactory. Not so, however, the political situation. 
In spite of reiterated statements of the South that they 
are neither communistic nor anti-Christian, the actual 
situation does not tally with the spoken professions. 
It is certain that the Southern movement is patriotic 
to the pitch of emotionalism, violently anti-British, and 
tends to be anti-foreign and it is tyrannically dicta- 
torial and violently propagandist. The people are un- 
der absolute compulsion which is symbolized by the 
red and blue flag of the revolution which hangs by 
compulsion from every door and every shop and which 
must be at least of a given size and quality. The other 
day the foreman of an English firm in Hankow, who 
testified in court against government pickets who were 
intimidating his workmen, was summarily shot to death 
by the authorities. The Russian influence is obvious 
here. It is a fact that Chiang Kai-shih is always ac- 
companied by Russian advisers. This remarkable 
young leader is reported to be radical and personally 
anti-Christian, but in his public statements he repre- 
sents the Kuomintang and claims not. to be opposed to 
Christianity nor to Christian missionaries. So much 
for the claims made, but early in the summer the 
Kuomintang made friends with the Southern Commun- 
ists and they are at present having considerable influ- 
ence in what is going un. Labor agitations are ram- 
pant, some of which are especially directed against 
foreigners. The college in which the writer was 
teaching, although the student body was supposed to 
be entirely Christian, became the victim of a few of its 
own professedly Christian students who returned after 
the war with the deliberate purpose of breaking up the 
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school. The vice-principal, a Chinese, was beaten and 
we were coerced by persecution and threats of bodily 
violence to the students to close our doors, The 
agitations continue, and on Christmas Day Christian- 
ity obtained some free advertising in a rather feeble 
anti-Christian parade in which the students shouted 
“Down with Christianity !”. This was in Wuchang, but 
in Hankow the demonstrators fell upon the Lutheran 
Mission and destroyed what could be smashed in the 
church and broke the pulpit to kindlings. These things 
go on in the midst of protestations from the govern- 
ment that they are not unfriendly, that they do not 
approve of rowdyism, and of promises to curb excesses, 
The only answer to the question which allows us to 
believe these promises to be sincere is that the gov- 
ernment is not at this juncture free or able to control 
the unrily elements. 
ened with the possible closing of all mission schools, 
which are the only schools running in this center. 
The present revolutionary movement, therefore, pre- 
sents the anomalous spectacle of an alliance of com- 
munistic, anti-Christian elements with Marshal Feng 
and his Christian army. The bond of union is that 
of nationalism and patriotism, and there seems rea- 
son to believe that under the influence of the present 
psychological situation in China, Feng is nationalistic 
and patriotic to a fault. If one. will look back over 
his career it is easy to see that Feng has always been 
on the side of the Republican Revolution and has con- 
sistently fought for the setting up of a clean and hon- 
est government such as the Southern movement pro- 
fesses, and not without some truth, to be setting up. 
For years Feng has been an ardent admirer of Sun 
Yat-sen and his writings, and it is not at all impossible 
that these works have contributed to an exaggerated 
idea of the wrongs that China has suffered at the hands 


of foreign nations and to a forgetfulness of the sit- | 


uation in China which precipitated many of the wrongs 
which we in America and England today so sincerely 
regret. It is, therefore, in no way surprising to find 
Feng in the revolutionary cause. On the other hand 
there is'some reason to believe that Marshal Feng has 
been deceived. There is reason to believe that he 
has been tricked into thinking that opposition to Chris- 
tianity and such persecution as we have been suffering 
in the recently occupied provinces is being kept in 
check. There is reason to believe that on his recent 
visit to Russia he was deceived into believing that the 
Russian government is not anti-Christian and into 
believing professions of Russia’s friendliness to China 
which have made England and America seem un- 
friendly by comparison. Dr. Goforth made a recent 
trip on a special mission to visit Feng, to talk over the 
situation and its dangers and to hear his point of 
view. It is to be feared that he found his old friend 
less receptive and more contentious than he had been 
before. Feng seemed pleased to hear that the visit 
of his emissary General Lu Chung-lin to Hankow 
seemed to have some effect in modifying earlier anti- 
Christian activities of ‘Southern agitators. In the re- 
cent situation Chang Chih-chiang telegraphed him to 
réaffirm publicly that Christianity was the fundamental 
basis of the army. He was pleased at this and insists 
that his Christianity is as sure and steadfast as ever it 
‘was. 

It is in this fundamental fact that we find most 
hope today. When we think of Feng’s splendid loyalty 
in the past and his apostolic fervor we cannot but 
hope for the best. When, on the other hand, we think 
of the dangers surrounding him, we dare not fail in 
our prayers. As we look forward in China we hope 
that when the present abnormal situation has passed 
away great good for China and Christianity will 
evolve. In spite of what we suffer locally and tempo- 
rarily we cannot. but realize that many of the Southern 
leaders are Christians and that in the end a new and 
strong government may bring great blessings to China. 
If Feng’s loyalty to his ideals and to Christ remains 
unshaken, greater things than we have yet seen lie 
just before us. 
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From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
_ By Ernest Gordon 


Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow wé 
will go into such a city, and continue there a year, 
and buy and sell, and get gain. What is your life? 
It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little 
time, and then vanisheth away (Jas. 4: 13, 14). 


IS passage has an imitative tone which is very 
striking. How lightheartedly are the words of 
the speaker, and what a note of assurance rings through 
the repeated kai, kai, kai, and, and, and. We will do 
this and this and this, and buy and sell and get gain. 
And on this chatter suddenly breaks the solemn inter- 
ruption: “What is your life?” “Whose shail those 
things be, which thow hast provided?” (Luke 12: 20.) 
What sort of thing (poia) is your life? Vapor it is, 
for a little while appearing, then vanishing. The fleet- 
ing evanescence, as of mountain mist, is expressed in 
the participle construction. 
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Lesson for March 6 
Acts 8 : 4-8; 2 Corinthians 5 : 14-20 


Loosing the Word in Needy Russia 
By Sonia E. Howe a 


“I never came across a more remarkable woman than 

the writer of the enclosed article,” writes Henry L. 

Hellyer, Director of the Christian Testimony to Jews, 

when sending this story of Russia's need to The Sunday 

. School Times. “ Mrs. Howe is of highest Russian nobiiity. 

She is in touch with every conceivable real spiritual 
work carried on among Russians the world over."’ 

The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, or the Christian Testimony to Jews, Schaff 
Building, 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Edward A. Steele, 
Treasurer, will gladly receive and forward any gifts of 
money God may lead you to send in for the Russian 
Bible Concordance Fund or for the Scripture to be sent 
to "Russia or to Russian refugees and others in central 
and eastern Europe. 


Picts. Does not that word always make us 


age 


feel so very sorry for those who are its victims? 
Do we not try to do our best to alleviate the 
suffering? But a famine of the Word of God! 
that leave us untouched? 

That famine of which the Bible mentions the pos- 
sibility has for some time been reigning in Russia. 
Thank God, there is now, however, fair prospect for 
Russian Bibles to be printed by permission of the 
Soviet Government, even if not more than twenty- 
five thousand copies here, and some more there. The 
famine of the Word of God is great; but there is 
a means of multiplying the usefulness of those copies 
of the Holy Scriptures that are in Russia. 

Probably the greatest need of Russia is, at present, 
not evangelists, but leaders taught in the Word of 
God. Out of the fullness of his heart the Russian be- 
liever spontaneously turns into an evangelist, one who 
tells the Good Tidings; but this zeal and his personal 
experience of having passed from death unto life do 
not necessarily fit him to be a teacher and a builder 
up of souls. If in America pastors require time and 
books to study the Holy Scriptures in order to teach, 
so do the Russian brethren. 

_ One book greatly needed among Russian believers 
is a Bible concordance, one of the best possible helps 
for the study of the Bible. Such a valuable book has 
lately been produced by a Mission Union, “Light in 
the East,” whose headquarters are in Wernigerode in 
the Harz Mountains. It has taken five years of stren- 
uous labor tc catry. the work through, most of it having 
been done by cultured Russian refugees. boo 

is ready and its publication has been welcomed by Rus- 
= who love the Lord, whatever their denominational 


Humble brethren within Soviet Russia write of the 
unspeakably great joy it is to possess a copy. A Rus- 
sian lady, recently returned to Russia, writes from 
Leningrad: “You should have seen the joy of the 
brethren when they beheld my concordance. What 
joy! -B— looked at it’ again and again, saying, ‘Oh, 
what wouldn’t I and many others give to possess such 
a@ concordance !’” 

Another Russian writes: “Today I received your 
valuable present —the concordance. How am I to 
value your present! On earth it is impossible to make 
up its value—for it has been sent, having been 
geomet by the eternal love of Jesus Christ. Oh, 

ow glad I am that the Lord has heard us by enabling 
you to publish this wonderful book. May God bless 
it.’ 


’ 
- To my mind, the concordance is like a shaft, such 
as is used to make an artesian well in the desert. The 
water hidden within the ground is drawn out of its 
depth so that it springs up in a mighty jet, and the 
desert into which these waters are directed begins to 
be fruitful. I was told that, were there enough capi- 
tal, immense stretches of the Sahara could be turned 
into fruitful land, but to sink artesian wells costs a 
great deal of money. 

The Bibles that are in Russia could be used more 
effectively, and the hidden, life-giving water could 
be more easily drawn out, if more of the people owned 
concordances. Although the Soviet Republic does not 
admit any Russian books printed abroad, yet, praise 
the Lord, the concordance may enter Russia freely and 
openly, but on one condition. There must be no trad- 
ing with these copies. Thus one book only may be 
posted to any one individual. Now picture to your- 
selves the situation that has arisen: an’ excellent ‘con- 
cordance ready for use lying in the book depot of 
“Light in the East” at Wernigerode; the tremendous 
need for it in Russia as expressed in letter upon-let- 
ter of request. From one congregation alone sixty 
tnembers have given in their names. Again, from 
lonely villages comes that cry for the concordance, 
And, after all, there is the permission for that book 
to enter. So where lies the difficulty? In the im- 
possibility for the committee of “Light in the East” 
to send thousands upon thousands of free copies. 
There are over seven thousand copies which could be 
sent off if only there was the money to pay for them, 
but there is not, and for the following reason: 

When the committee of this blessed little Mission 
Union had prayerfully decided to print five thousand 
copies, they knew that they could pay for these. How- 
ever, the leaders of another society interested in Russia 
offered to pay half the cost if a double quantity were 
published, and this was done, but alas, the promise was 
never fulfilled. Consequently a heavy debt of twenty 
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thousand marks ($4,000) is burdening the producers 
of the concordance, which cripples their primary ob- 
jects: a Bible school for Russian students, and the 
publication of religious literature in Russian. Once 
the twenty thousand marks are paid to the printers, 
there could be an uninterrupted expedition of that 
book into Russia. The cost price of a copy is one 
dollar, plus twenty cents for packing and postage. 
Surely here is an appeal to all those who love the Word 
of God to send into spiritually famine stricken Russia 
= by mage to multiply the existing supply of the Bread 
of Life. : 

Will you help? Many Sunday School Times readers 
know Sister Eva of Friedenshort, and she knows and 
loves “Light in the East.” The writer of this appeal 
met her and Mr. Hellyer recently in Wernigerode at 
a confererice convened by this Mission Union. To the 
conference came a Russian on foot all-the way from 
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Berlin, having walked one hundred and sixty miles. 
His feet were bleeding; he looked weary and worn 
and shabby, for he was a penniless refugee; an ex- 
officer. When asked why he had come, he replied sim- 
ply, “To find God.” He is. but a specimen of that vast 
number of others who seek after God, and, having 
found him, need and desire to study the Word -of 
God, Will you help them to do at When I told 
an American lady of this burden on my heart she of- 
fered to pay for three copies. Then she said: “Could 
you get the Sunday-school teachers and children of 
America to help send some copies? I should love 
to see them do this,” 

Therefore, I pray that the Lord may bless my appeal, 
so that where the famine of the Word of God now 
reigns, artesian wells might be dug to draw forth 
ps gr jets of life-giving water. © means to this 
end is the Russian Bible concordance. 
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Why I Believe the Bible Is God’s Word 


By Jonathan Goforth, D.D. 














Although Dr. Goforth in this issue concludes the written testimony to the authority of the Scriptures begun last 
pray has 


by no means brought to a close his verbal testimony. 


As many Sund hool Times readers know, 


they have labored so many years. 


both he and Mrs. Goforth, after a short stay in the homeland on account of ill health, are again in the field 


of its fulfilled prophecy. Thousands of instances go 

to prove that it is a supernatural book. In the New 
Testament there arg six hundred and thirty-nine ref- 
erences to the Old. You will find one hundred and 
forty quotations from the Old Testament in the four 
Gospels.. There are eighty referencese to the Old 
Testament in the short Book of Hebrews. The Old 
Testament is quoted two hundred and forty times in 
Revelation. The much attacked Pentateuch is refer- 
red to one hundred and ninety times in the New Tes- 
tament. Over two hundred prophecies have already 
been fulfilled in Christ’s first coming, and the rest will 
be when he returns again. ; 

On our way from China several years ago, an in- 
telligent Jew asked for an interview with me on Jesus 
Christ. His first question was, “Do you believe that 
the Jews will retiffn to Palestine?” “Yes, certainly. 
I could not believe the Old Testament if I did not,” 
I replied. Then we turned to passage after passage 
in the Old Testament for proof, 

He next asked: “If Jesus Christ, then, was the 
true Messiah, why did our Jewish leaders of his time 
reject him?” : 

Simply because they had their eyes fixed on the 
time of glory that can only be fulfilled when Christ 
comes again; they overlooked the humiliation. You, 
of course, expect a Messiah to come and if he came 
tomorrow he must needs fulfill the Sixteenth Psalm 
and lie in the grave, but not long enough to see cor- 
ruption. If he came tomorrow he would need to ful- 
filf the Twenty-second Psalm and have his hands and 
feet pierced in crucifixion. In no land today is there 
such a method of punishment. It. could only have 
fulfillment in Christ’s time. How do you account for 
the Jewish writer, hundreds of years before the Ro- 
man Empire came into existence, talking about cru- 
cifixion ?” 

In amazement he said, “I never thought of that.” 
We read the fifty-third of Isaiah, and he admitted 
that if their expected Messiah came tomorrow he must 
fulfill it. I showed him that Jesus Christ had already 
fulfilled it, and asked, “Why expect another?” After 
two and a half hours he went away profoundly moved 
at the fulfillment of prophecy in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Less than twenty years ago I visited one of the 
county towns in our Changtehfu field. The school 
inspector invited us over to have dinner with himself 
and friends. After dinner we started to talk on the 
Bible, and were challenged as to its being the Word 
of God. The young man who challenged us was one 
of the brightest men in the county. He claimed to 
have read Darwin, J. S. Mill, and others, and declared 
that there was no God, and therefore there could be 
no book from him. We tried him on the fact of cre- 
atien, but he had Laplace’s nebular hypothesis down 
fine and would not be convinced. Then we took up 
the fulfillment of prophecy, confining it to Tyre aid 
Sidon. After about an hour, almost weeping, he ex- 
claimed, “I believe there is a God.” The inspector 
brought his hand down on the table with a bang, 
saying, “This is the only Book under the whole 
heaven that can save China.” Five of the scholars 
in the room that day turned to the living God. Many 
other scholars in that county have since Leos Chris- 
tians. The inspector for boys’ schools in that county 
today is an elder in our church. The inspector for 
girls’ schools in that county is an elder in our church, 
and the educational influence of the county is con- 
trolled by Christians. A book whose prophecies can 
be proved from history as having been fulfilled in 
hundreds of instances, and that can carry conviction 
to Jew and Gentile alike, must be the Word of 


] BELIEVE the Bible to be the Word of God because 


_ I believe the Bible to be the Word of God becausg 
it has survived every effort to destroy it. 

John Wesley’s proof of inspiration cannot be 
excelled: “The Bible is a fact which cannot be de- 
nied. How then did we get it? It must have come 
from good men or angels, or from bad men or devils, 
or from God. It could not have come from good men 
or good angels, for they would not constantly lie, say- 
ing, ‘Thus saith the Lord’ hundreds of times. It could 
not have come from bad men or devils, for it would 
be impossible to imagine bad men and devils to be such 
fools as to write so of themselves: Therefore it must 
be from God.” 

It cannot be destroyed as long as God reigns. The 
church of Rome has used her great authority to ban- 
ish it from the homes of the ple and destroy its 
influence, but in vain. The Modernist for centuries 
has been blasting away at the foundations of faith 
in the Bible, but in vain. More than a century ago 
Tom Paine wrote his “Age of Reason.” He said that 
now since his book had been issued the Bible could 
not survive. It would be out of date and unprocur- 
able within a hundred years. Some twenty years ago 
I went around all the book stores in Toronto trying to 
find a copy of Tom Paine’s “Age of Reason,” new or 
old, but failed. I possess a copy of the “Age of Rea- 
son” now, and marvel at the striking likeness between 
it and Modernism. 

Since Tom Paine made his foolish boast, the Bible 
Societies have sent out over 300,000,000 Bibles, New 
Testaments, and portions of Scripture. It is the great- 
est seller by far of all the world’s great books. In 
whole or in part it is printed in over seven hundred 
languages. At least 35,000,000 Bibles are printed 
every year now. If the New Testaments were all de- 
stroyed, it could be gathered again from other books. 
Sir David Dalrymple found the whole New Testament 
except eleven verses in the writings of the early 
Fathers. Since it is God’s Book it cannot be destroyed. 
_“Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words 
shall not pass away.” 

I believe the Bible to be the Word of God because 
it is the only book that gives us the picture of a 
perfect life. Men can detect no flaw in him who is 
the light of the world, “being the brightness of his 
glory, and the express image of his person.” Those 
who were with him in the flesh drew this marvelous 
picture. “The Word was made flesh,” and dweft 
among them, and thus they beheld the very glory of 
the Father in him. Without the model and the dis- 
cerning power of the Spirit of God it is impossible 
that men so full of flaws could write such a life. 
Imagine the god of .this world coming to any mere 
man, and finding nothing of kinship in him! If im- 
perfect men from their own imagination did portray 
so perfect a character, it would be nothing short of 
miracle. The disciples of Confucius, outside the Bible, 
come the nearest to a perfect character, but fail be- 
cause their model was imperfect. The Holy Spirit 
was to “reprove the world of sin, and of righteous- 
ness, and of judgment . . . of righteousness, bécause 
I go to my Father, and ye see me no more.” The 
Bible reveals God’s model, God the Son. Therefore 
I believe it to be God’s authoritative Word. ° 

I believe the Bible to be the Word of God because 
of the hope and consolation it gives to the dying, 
No dying saint has ever refused its consolations, and 
many who were not saints have sought to get comfort 
from it while slipping down into the dark valley. We 


know of no instance where a Chinese scholar, on his ° 


death bed, has called for the classics of the sages. 
Bob Ingersoll did not get much consolation from the 
“Age of Reason” when dying. Sir Walter Scott, 
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when dying, asked his son-in-law to bring the Book 
and read to him. The son-in-law asked, ‘“What 
book?” The dying novelist replied, “Need you: ask 
"What book?’ There is only one book —the Bible.” 
For the loved one just on the brink of the great Be- 
yond, where in any other book would you find any- 
thing like the Twenty-third Psalm, the fourteenth of 
John, the fifteenth of First Corinthians, or the twenty- 
second of Revelation? 

I believe the Bible. is the Word of God because 
it is the only book God uses in the conversion of men, 
Mr. Moody said in every case of conversion he knew 
of it was some portion of the Bible that the Holy 
Spirit used. My own experience leads me to the ‘same 
conclusion. I am so convinced of this that I never 
speak to the unsaved in China without having my open 
Bible, — “the sword of the Spirit, which is the werd 
of God.” His Word is like fire and like a hammer 
that breaketh the rock in pieces. “He that winneth 
souls is wise.” In all the history of the Church of 
Jesus Christ there is no authentic instance of a soul 
being a born into the kingdom of God apart 
from the Bible, or something derived from it, 

A woman in Argentina once bought a Bible from 
a colporteur. Through the reading of that Book alone, 
she and her husband and twelve children were con- 
verted. 

I saw a man in the province of Kwonghsi, China, 
who, with his whole family, was converted: only 
through the reading of the Word. He wrote over the 
door of his house, “This household belongs to the liv- 
ing God.” 

fany years ago a colporteur came into the hostile 
city of Kaifeng. A Christ-hating scholar there, who 
had written a most filthy book against the Christian 
cause, reviled him fiercely and seized his books and 
flung them in every direction. A man picked up a 
copy of the Acts and took it home and read it to his 
old mother, It seemed so wonderful that they read it 
over many times. They concluded that Acts was only 
a portion of a larger book. They saw it was printed 
in Hankow, and the mother urged her son to go there 
(a distance of about four hundred miles) to get the 
complete book. There was another man who picked: 
up a couple of the scattered books that day, and read- 
them, and believed. He came a hundred and fifty 
miles to see me and to learn of the way more per- 
fectly, then went home and led his family to God. 
That Christ-hating scholar went insane, and unless 
his friends kept him chained he would go and be- 
smear himself with all manner ef filth. 

The spiritual movement in Korea is the greatest 
miracle of grace in modern missionary annals. It is 
due to the fact that from the beginning the Bible has 
been given first place as the Word of God. All con- 
verts believe and study it as the very Word of God. 
Knowing the Korean. church, and Marshal Feng’s 
Christian army, as well as the Chinese Christians, I 
would unhesitatingly say they give larger place to 
the Bible than we do in the homeland. 

It is time there was a mighty movement back to the 
Bible in our so-called Christian countries. May we be 
humble enough to let the Word of God criticize us, 
instead of finding fault with that Book through which 
alone untold millions have found their way to God 
by the living Christ. “ 

Krancsu, CHINA. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 

: School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 

| ‘mames or addresses or identity will be pubiished in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are: too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am coming to you for help in 
solving a perplexing question which I have ‘tried to prove 
to a friend of mine, who professes to be a Christian. She 
says she can’t see any harm in dancing, but yet she has 
a peculiar feeling when she does dance. Now I am much 
interested in this friend, 1, feel a Christian cannot dance 
and be serving Christ. I have expressed my several view- 
points against dancing to her, yet she believes it is all 
right for other young girls who profess Christianity to 
dance. I may be wrong, but that is the way I feel. Please 
express your viewpoint for or against dancing, and quote 
Scripture. —YOURS. 


EAR READER: It is seldom we are enabled, 

by arguments, to change a person’s viewpoint on 
matters of conviction. You and 1 may agree against 
dancing and see the baneful influences of it, but to get 
some one else to see it, who is under its influence and 
fascination, is quite another thing. It is with the 
heart that man believes unto righteousness, and unless 
the heart of’vour friend is under the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, I fear you will not make much impres- 
sion upon her. It takes a heart surrendered to God 
to see the things that point or drift to sin. We have 
to be in rea! é¢arnest to live to please God, and be 
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anxious to do as the Word tells us, to “abstain from 
all appearance of evil” (1 Thess. 5:22). Then again 
we are told to “come out from among them, and be 
ye separate, saith the Lord” (2 Cor. 6:17, 18). I 
am sure your friend will agree that the dance ss irom 
the Devil, not from God. When she realizes that she 
is choosing the works of the: evil one, it ought to 
be sufficient to have her denounce it if she is in 
earnest as to following Christ at any cost. 

_ The evil results of the dance have been taken up 
in this column before, and the attention of the readers 
has been called to the leaflet, “The Dance,” by the 
Rev. H. A. Coffman, to be had from the Protestant 
Book House, 1415. Palmetto Avenue, Toledo, Ohio. 
This will give you the origin of- the dance, and its 
history. Also “Should. a Christian “Dance?” by the 
Rev. Harry O. Anderson, to be had from the Chicago 
Book Center (formerly The Book Stall), 58 West 
Washington Street, Chicago, ten cents. 

After all, the whole question is: Whom do we 
want to serve,'and whom shall we please, the flesh 
or the Holy Spirit? Shall we seek after the things 
of the world, or the things of God? Let us be whole- 
hearted, warm-hearted friends of the meek and lowly 
Jesus, and strive “his will to do.” 





My Dear Mother Ruth: I enjoy so much your helpful 
letters in The Sunday School Times that I am now writing 
for help myself. I am a Christian, trusting only in the 
precious blood of Christ for salvation from sin and from 
judgment to come; but somehow, lately, I have lost the joy 
of my salvation. I do not feel happy, and I am sure Christ 
does not want me to be miserable. Lately I have taken on 
a definite work for Christ among his own chosen people, 
and it just seems this depression of spirit is hindering my 
work for him. I have prayed earnestly, but haven’t had 
any answer yet. Dear Mother Ruth, I beseech your prayers. 
I cannot understand the Lord’s tetting Satan hinder this 
work, for I feel it is Satan hindexing. I would appreciate 
your help—RUTH | 
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MY* DEAR RUTH: Yow are not working, for 
yourself, are you? If God can answer your 
prayers better and more to his honor and glory by 
allowing you to go as you describe, you want to go 
that way, don’t you? You are his, and the work is 
his, and the results are his. If the work is not go- 
ing as you think it should, and you are blaming it on 
Satan, just have a quiet time of meditation with your- 
self and your Lord, and tell the Lord to have his own 
way with you, and to deny you any feelings he sees fit, 
and you will be patient and steadfast and trust in him. 

You know the Book tells us to “be strong in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole 
armour of God, that yé may be able to stand against 
the wiles of the devil” (Eph. 6:10, 11). Now, I 
think the Devil has had his “wiles” on you, and you 
are to go to the. Word and put on that armor, and 
you will find that all-his missiles will fly off, and you 
will be unscathed in the fight. Pray on! If Satan 
can get you depressed and heavy-hearted, he will feel 
he is really hindering the cause, but you won't ‘let 
him, will you? You are to fight, even in your prayer 
life, for this cunning enemy will stand right there and 
never give up if he’can influence you. But be “strong 
in the Lord,” and do not wonder at the results as 
they seem to you, but tell the Devil you have nothing 
to do with them, your business: is to go straight on, 
and never falter. With your eyes. fixed on Jesus, you 
will trust and not be afraid.” ‘ 

Joy? To be sure, praise God until the gladness’ of 
the morning is im you, and the hope of ages rings 
out a song of praise to your Saviour that will put 
to flight any unhappiness, <Aren’t you glad “God 
has chosen you to work for him with his chosen 
people? Is it any’ ‘wonder that Satan is aroused and 
ready to fight the service you are givin? To! be 
sure he will, but ‘you will stand, and be ready to de- 
feat him because God has promised it, and he has 
never failed one of his-childrent -Glorious, isn’t“it? 
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My Experience of Speaking in Tongues 


A Christian worker’s testimony to her awful danger and mighty deliverance 
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“Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I 
will declare what he hath done for my soul” 
—Psalm 66: 16. 


“Satan has only to create a mental impression 
and then verify it with a sensation to lead many 
earnest people into the deepest error. This is 
exactly what he often does, deceiving people con- 
cerning the leading of the Holy Spirit. I refer 
to the practice of elevating a personal experi- 
ence or supposed leading of the Spirit above the 
importance of the Scriptures which were once 
for all delivered to the saints.’"—The Sunday. 
School Times, ; 


T WAS in 1917 that our family returned to the 
United States. As that year drew to a close, the 
husband and father went to France in Christian 

service. His sister made her home with the wife and 
children in California, and was the first to become 
identified with the experience of speaking in tongues. 
Shortly. after we were settled at home she made a 
visit to two old friends of hers whose had for several 
years been connected with the Pentecostal or Tongues 
Movement. They directed her to go to the “House 
of Prayer,” as it was called, maintained. by a negress 
who was working among her own people, but who 
would help anyone to get “the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost.” The sister. went there, and the old negress 
led her into the experience. ‘ 

At that time, realizing that my life was spiritually 
barren and unfruitful, I was reaching out for the 
deep things of God, and was ready to grasp at any- 
thing that I saw to be in the Word. Without investi- 
gating very much, without writing anything to my 
husband regarding this new religious experience of 
his sister’s and being quite ready to accept her word, 
] was eager to get what she had obtained. It was 
not long, therefore, until I, too, went to these same 
two friends, who took me first to a large meeting held 
by an evangelist of their. persuasion. I was asked if 
I would not like to “tarry” and see if the blessing 
would be given there. I tarried. One of the men 
associated with the evangelist Jealt with me. He was 
a coarse, loud-voiced man, who as I recall laid hands 
on me and prayed. He then said to me, “Now, sister, 
you are to take this verse, Psalm 68: 4, where it says, 
‘Extol him that rideth upon the heavens by his name 
JAH,’ and repeat the name JAH, JAH, and the first 
thing you know. you will be. off in tongues!” I felt 
this to be excessively repulsive, but. thought I must see 
it through and that this was alla part of the necessary 
humbling process. . So I repeated the name JAH like 
a parrot, but all to no avail. The rest of it did not 
come as stated by the gentleman. May the Lord for- 
give me for taking his name in-vain,—as I now con- 
sider that farcical thing to be! 

Failing there, these two friends encouraged me and 





tongues. This was on January 27, 1918. 


took me to the same negress who had given assistance 
to my sister. After a time of waiting, she took me 
in hand, talking to me about myself, saying that I 
was Pharisaical, self-righteous, proud, and that I must 
confess. my sins and come to the Lord and be saved. 

dropped on my knees beside a bench, feeling very 
weak and miserable. She spoke into my ear a prayer 
which I said after her like a child. Then she seemed 
to be rebuking some one, speaking loudly and ending 
with, “Loose her and let her go!’ and I spoke in 


A characteristic of this experience, as physically 
manifested, is the involuntary shaking of the lower 
jaw which is beyond one’s control and produces bab- 
bling. This has been very difficult to overcome. The 
tendency appears every once in a while, but it is: not 
of the Holy Spirit as I have proved through sad ex- 
perience. There was no interpretation of what I 
had uttered that night, although I spoke to one: of 
the workers-near by, asking if it was not customary 
to have that given. She did not consider it important. 
The important thing was that I had been “baptized 
with the Holy Ghost.” So I arose from my knees 
somewhat puzzled ‘and a trifle in doubt. Then the 
negress said I must have a verse to go on. Taking 
her big Bible, she prayed and opened it at random 
to a verse on which she put her finger, asking her 
white helper to read it as she herself could not read? It 
was the story of David slinging his stone at Goliath, and 
she applied it to me, saving that was my pebble of 
faith. She also indicated another. verse: “Thine habi- 
tation is in the midst of deceit” (Jer. 9:6), drawing 
the lesson that some in my family would not approve 
of my course because they were in the midst of deceit. 
She appears to me now like a spiritualistic medium 
gambling with the Word of God. Satan. had created 
“a mental impression” in me and then verified it “with 
a sensation,” for as I left that house I was elated, 
filled with an exhilaration which deceived me into 
thinking it was the joy of the Holy Spirit. But was 
there a little prick of conscience in the background, 
—a latent feeling that all was not right? 

Upon my return to my own home the following day, 
I told my. children my experiences. From that time 
on, the sister and I met.in prayer together each morn- 
ing, the prayer usually ending in my speaking in 
tongues, followed by her interpretation of what had 
been spoken. These interpretations were written down 
as uttered, and used as a basis for family prayers, 
sometimes using only these, and sometimes with the 
Word, which was “handling the word of God de- 
ceitfully” (2 Cor. 4:2). When seeking definite guid- 
ance we would pray, open the Scripture at. random, 
and take the first verse eye or hand fell upon. This 
we would twist to suit the occasion and thus wrest 
the Scriptures (2 Pet. 3:16). In the spring. some 
of the children followed mother and aunt into this 
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experience. “Behold, how great a matter a little fire 
_ skindleth !” (Jas. 3: 5.) : 


‘In the meantime, correspondence with the. husband 
in France was in progress, but it was not until after 


-1 had accepted this expérience that 1 wrote him of it, 


- it himself. I therefore cons 
: hecessarily severe, unsym 


» tent.that it meant to my 


‘my perverseness, he was guiding in 


~ down on the 


. receiving in response a strong plea, if not a com- 


mand, to come out of it, as it was false. Here lay 
our battle ground, for my opposition to his position 
was the we with which the evil one tried to wreck 
our home, oward the end of the year it brought 
my husband from France in great distress of mund 
over home conditions. He remained at home ‘six 
weeks, using every means in his power to induce me 
to come out of that deceitful snare. Although prom- 


-ising him I would leave it, I was not yet ready. I 


had no real desire or power to break away, 60 con- 


-tinued on in it while he returned to France to resume 


his: service, 

I had no real peace of mind or heart, but was filled 
with fear on the one and pride on the other. I 
feared my husband and was under bondage to this, 


‘and thpught moreover that he could not understand 


this deep spiritual experience without going through 
i he was un- 

pathetic, and merciless in 
his unsparing denunciation. In the deception and pride 
of my own heart, I deemed myself to be superior in 
Spiritual matters, —that to me was committed. a) se- 
cret of the Lord, the “oracles of God,” because I 
could speak in tongues. And I was led to believe my- 
self a martyr, persecuted by my own husband, for 
what I called righteousness’: sake. When he returned 
home to stay, this atmosphere existed to such an ex- 
; perverted t either in- 
sanity or separation from him and a breakup of the 
home, —the very thing the enemy sought to produce. 

But the Lord would not let me In spite of 

all our family af- 
fairs, the key bei in the hand of my h 
Wretchedly miserable I was, but was too proud -to 
— it and my lack of oneness with my hus- 
and, 

There came a day in July, 1921, when I was re- 
covering from a slight illness. My husband took me 
beach for a good, straight talk. We 
thrashed matters out clear to a finish in the presence 
of the Lord, and there I learned several things. The 
first was that the Striptures teach very plainly the 
relationship of husband and wife. They are to marry 


_ in the Lord and the wife is to submit herself unto 
*-her own‘husband as unto the Lord, and to obey and 


reverence her husband (Eph. 5: 22-33). He is her 
head, not only in things natural also in things spir- 


‘ itual, the relationship being primarily a spiritual one, 


typical of the relation Christ has to his Church. It 
is a very practical and important matter, but I con- 


‘fess I had never before recognized it as applying to 


- me. No doubt I did not want to see it, as my heart 


* the Lord that this thing can be. 


was in utter rebellion against such a state of affairs. 
The natural, fleshly heart of a woman denies that a 
man or anyone else shall rule over her. It is only 
when two, hue’ and wife, walk together agreed m 
It must be the Lord 
between us and the constant yielding of one’s heart 


“to him, that through that surrender there may be true, 


“ing less than the whole armor of God 


= 


glad yielding to the authority given the man by the . 
__ Lord himself. 


The second thing I'learned was the truth regarding 

the deceitful wiles of the enemy, against whom noth- 
} can avail. § 

we took unto ourselves that July day two lights, which 
we have held before us ever since, namely, the Scrip- 
tural basis in the relationship of husband and wife, 
and the passage in Ephesians 6: 10-20. : 

That day something broke in me,— it was as if an 
icy hand loosened its grip as I surrendered to God 
and my husband to really obey in deed and in truth. 
As I have gone on in this life of obedience to the 
‘Word of the Lord —not- without some stumbles and 


fierce conflicts with the enemy—I have found the 


Lord ever ready with his help and defense, pouring 
in his strength, revealing himself in his Word, and 
establishing, strengthening, and settling me upon the 
‘Rock, Christ Jesus. When one is living unto the Lord, 
the life. of ‘husband and wife is so blessed and: so 
smiled upon by the sunshine of his love that we become 
truly one in Christ, working together as one, each 
supplementing the other, and each by the other’s faith 
growing in grace daily. 

This has an intimate bearing on the experience of 
speaking in tongues. As has been said before, I was 
reaching out for the deeper things of God, and when 
this presented itself I grasped at it as the Lord’s pro- 
vision for the satisfying of my hunger. At first it 
seemed to be so. As time went on I would go awa 
from home to Pentecostal patherings to be, as 
thought, spiritually fed. But at such times I had no 
hesitation in talking to my friends about home affairs, 
especially the opposition and so-called persecution of 
my husband. These friends gave me, mistakenly, a 
kind of spiritual flattery and sentimental sympathy 


which went far to strengthen my heart against the man . 


whom the Lord had led me to marry in answer to 
prayer. tee 
Moreover, the very experience of speaking in 


tongues, especially the giving of interpretations, which - 


I sometimes did, was a very subtle device of the enemy. 
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For I often really felt, when interpreting, that it 
was not at all the Holy Spirit speaking through me, 
but that thoughts were just coming out of my own 
mind, Such a yielding of mind is just laying 
one open to the enemy, who, 1 have no doubt, took 
full advantage of the opportunity. The danger lies 


.in the fact that one cannot tell whether the spirit 


speaking is holy or otherwise, which brings it into line 
with Spiritism and mediums, spirits that “peep and 
mutter,” which things are distinctly forbidden in the 
Word. If I attempted to act on the predictions or 
advice ,given through other friends speaking under 
similar «conditions, [ found myself very much puz- 
zled, because the events predicted either did not oc- 








‘Wi 


cur or the advice given and followed ended in dis- 
aster. The deeper I went into the experience of speak- 
ing in tongues and the Movement itself, the farther 
I - away from my natural and spiritual protector, 
and the nearer our home came to being smashed. 
Several homes have come under my observation 
where the breakup has actualty occurred, the cause 
being directly due to this so-called religious experi- 
ence, leading in every instance to unscriptural mar- 
riage relationship, Thank God, my husband laid hold 


_.on God for me, and was the means in His hand of 


delivering me. And with that deliverance the home 
was held intact. 


“Sing praise unto our God, for he hath done it.” 














Promotion exercises suitable for Cradle Roll, 
Beginners, and Primary children 
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T WAS graduation day in the Sunday-school of 
Saint John’s-by-the-Sea, Ventnor, N. J. After the 
teaching of the lesson the graduates of the Cradle 

Roll, Beginners, and Primary Departments. entered 
the room. On the platform was erected a white closed 
gate from which were two wide white ribbons, held 
by two of the smallest girls of the Primary Depart- 
ment. 

After a short explanatory addzess in which the 
general superintendent, Mr. Philip E. Howard, Presi- 
dent of The Sunday School Times, likened the gates 
on the platform to the “pearly gates” beyond, two of 
the Cradle. Roll babies were placed on the platform 
by the Cradle Roll superintendent. The gates were 
opened by two of the Primary boys, and.the children 
passed through and on between the ribbons to the out- 
tretched arms of the Beginner’s superintendent. 

The Beginner’s superintendent then brought to the 
platform sixteen children: who took part in the follow- 
ng exercise: 


Why do we come to Sunday-school? 
To learn about Jesus and to sing praises to him. 
Why do we love Jesus? 
We love him because he first loved us. 
From which book do owr stories come? 
From the Bible. 
What is the Bible? 
God’s message to us, 
What do we believe? 
I believe in God above, 
I believe in Jesus’ love, 
I believe his Spirit true 
Comes to teach us what to do. 
I believe that I must be 
True and good, dear Lord, like thee. 


Singing—“Jesus Loves Me.” 


Diplomas tied with white ribbon were given them; 
them the children passed through the gates to’the Pri- 
mary superintendent. ; 

Eighteen children of the Primary Department who 
were waiting at the back of the room now came for- 
ward and gave their exercises. 


Singing—“There is a green Ifill far away.” 
Name the ,rst five books of the Bible. 
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy. 
What is the great event of Exodus? 
The going out of the Israelites: 
Who were their leaders? 
God, Moses, and Aaron. 
What is the book of Leviticus called? 
The book of the priests, 
What is the great*teaching of Numbers? 
- Sin brings punishment. : 
What is the great event of the last of Deuteronomy? 
The death of Moses, ‘ 
Into how many parts ts the book of Joshua divided? 
Two; fighting and settling. 
How long a period does the book of Judges cover? 
About three hundred years. 
Ruth became the great, great, great ... grandmother 
of whom? 
Jesus Christ. 
What do the books of Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles 
tell about? 
The kings of Israel and Judah. 
Name the first three kings. 
Saul, David, Solomon. 
Which book did David write? 
Psalms. 
Which books did Solomon wrtte? 
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, 
Give the last chapter of Ecclesiastes in rhyme. 
A wonderful house have I 
That God has made for me; 


With windows‘to see the sky, 
And keepers strong and free, .. . 





Ezra and Nehemiah tell of what? 
The return and rebuilding of the temple and walls. 
What did Esther do for the Jews? 
Risked her life to save her people. 
Why did God allow Job to suffer? 
That he might become a better man. 
Name the four great prophets. 
Isaiah, a dg fetes and Daniel. 
Which one of the prophets was a quitter? 
Jonah. 


What is the last book of the Old Testament? 
Malachi. 
The boys said to the girls: “Do you know John 3:16?” 
They repeated the text, 
The girls said to the boys: “Do you know 2 Timothy 
3:16?” They repeated the text. 
Where is the first promise of the Saviowr found? 
Genesis 3: 15., 
n Exodus, what points to the cross? 
Going out through the blood. 
In Leviticus, what points to the cross? 
The sacrificed lamb; “Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world.” 
In Numbers, what points to the cross? 
The uplifted serpent: “As Moses lifted up the 
serpent...” 
In Joshua, how did the walls fall down? 
“By faith the walls of Jericho fell down.” 
How are we saved? 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved.” : 
In Fudges, what points to the cross? 
“Jehovah raised up judges, who saved them,” 
What did Boag do to secure Ruth as his wife? 
Redeemed the land. 
Who is our Redeemer? 
Jesus Christ. 
How does Job point to the cross? 
“I know that my- Redeemer liveth.” 
How does Isaiah point to the cross? 
“With his stripes we are healed. 
The children turned and pointed to. a large brown 
paper cross on the wall and recited: 


In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers ‘round its head sublime. 


Valedictory (read by a boy): 

Today is oyr graduation; we are saying farewell to the 
teachers whom we have loved; we thank them for what 
they have taught us of the holy Bible and church hymns. 

We are leaving our classmates of the Primary Depart- 
ment. To them we would say,— give good attention, 
and learn all you can; only too soon you. will be called 
to stand where we are today. 

Now, we step out of the familiar Primary Depart- 
ment into a new and untried way; may we be faith- 
ful and true as we begin the life of a new department. 


At a chord of the piano the class sang: 

Shall classmates, teacher, be forgat, | 
When from them now we part? 

Oh, no, we'll love them more and more, 
’Til parting days are o’er. 

Now tarewell, teacher, dear, we say, 
Now farewell, classmates, dear; 

We'll meet in Heaven to part no more 
For parting there is o’er. 

—From Primary Songs. 


Diplomas tied with blue ribbon were distributed, and 
the children who received them passed through the 
gate and ribbons to Mr. Howard. Each received a 
Bible. The classes were then given to the teachers, 
who stood ready to receive them. ; 

As the Primary Department marched to its down- 
stairs room, the school sang, “In the cross of Christ 
I glory.” : 

Ventnor, N. J. 
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‘When the Maid at the Manse Started a Revival 


By getting a new vision of her place of service 
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I often keep crooning it over to myself — 


I bless the happy day 
When the Pilgrims came our way. 


That was not yesterday, either; the Faith Mission 4 
is quite an old story in our parts now. 

I had passed my twentieth year before they found 
their way to our bonnie Highland strath. I won't tell 
you how long ago that was, or you'll be calculating 
my age! One of the:two had the Gaelic; and what 
with their diligent visiting, and their solos, and their 
preaching, they made quite a stir among us. One of 
the ministers stood aloof altogether: the other showed 
a cautious interest, which developed into a real sym- 
pathy with the work. | Indeed, he has himself. con- 
fessed that it was the beginning of a new epoch in 
his spiritual experience, and we all. saw him wonder- 
fully changed. 

It was in thé second week that I was enabled to 
trust the Saviour; and; by the meetings in the wéeks 
that followed, my faith was greatly strengthened and 
enlarged. » Nor will. you, be surprised. to learn that I 
soon had the desire to become a preacher of the Gospel 
which. had meant .so. much to, myself.. At one of .the 
district conferences a missionary from China was one 
of the speakers, and what he said quickened in me the 
desire to proclaim my Saviour ip: the regions beyond,. 
At any rate, my life must be spent in His service, 
.whether at home or:abroad;. I knew it was not an €asy 


Weekes I picked it up I don’t just know, but 


path, but I prayed about it, and consecrated: myself. 


to him for the work, and after a year or two the way 
cpened for me to go‘for training. 

My first disappointment. was when the Council of 
the foreigm mission for which I had applied turned 
down my application, on the ground that I was too old 
to learn the language. So, after all, it was to be the 
home field int which I was to work. 

I thank God, as I look back upon them, for those 
training days. What a wonderful book the Bible be- 
came to me! and what new vistas of spiritual experi- 
ence opened up! They were not days without real 
temptations: and discouragements; there was much 


that was testing, much that was humbling; but I held: 


fast, and through his grace came out victorious. 
Faith Tested by Headaches 


But now comes what is sad to tell. Inthe latter 
part oh the course I was troubled with severe head- 
athesafWhich became more and more. aggravated. I 
prayed much about it, but in the end I had to accept 
the d&ctor’s verdict —that a life which musf involve 
much study and nervous strain. was not the life for me, 
I] was perplexed, bewildered, dismayed. How strange 
it all seemed — that my high and (as I thought) God- 
given aspirations should end in such collapse! To- 
day I can see his hand in it all; but I must confess 
that at that time I returned home crestfallen, chafing, 
and somewhat rebellious. My faith and consecration 
—though I would never-have admitted it then had you 
suggested it— had broken down. 

And in our little croft things had changed. The 
duties. that had been mine had, in my absence, fallen to 
others, and I could not take them up again. Though 
treated with all kindness, I felt myself, somehow, “one 
too many” in the home, and realized that I must look 
for a corner elsewhere. ‘ 


That is how I came to the Mansa Mr. Kennedy 
—as I shall call him— was the minister of whom I 


had their first. Mission, and he often gave a hand in 


. the little Prayer Union, though always in a humble, 


unassuming way. Indeed, that was his. character all 
through. His wife was somewhat of an invalid, often 
laid up, and. there were four stirring boys and a. tittle 
girl. Withaf, his>stipend’ was known to be not a ‘large 
one. It was said, too, that. they had had trouble with 


servants, and that Mrs. Kennedy’s poor health was -. 


partly ‘Caused -by these worries. 


Well, while I accepted the situation and entered their 


service, it was grudgingly. I had to do something, 
and might as well be at the Manse alone as among all 
the maids at the laird’s. I didn’t fancy that. But wh 


had net God accepted me to serve him in his Gospel, 


as I had purposed? This seemed such a come-down 
—se@ commonplace, so secular, such mere drudgery. 
The washing of pots and pans, the paring of potatoes, 
the making of beds, the dusting and sweeping of stairs 
and lobby, the weekly washing and ironing—I ‘re- 

2 The reference is to the Faith Mission, whose workers 
are styled “Pilgrims,” founded in Great Britain in 1886 for 
the evangelization of rural districts. The prayer Union re- 
ferred to later is an interdenominational fellowship associa- 
tion for the converts of the Mission and those in sympathy 
with its aims. 


° 


This challenging message to all who would be 
servants of Christ, whether in the home, in the 
office, in the shop, at school, or on the mission 
field, appeared some years ago in tract form 
under the title, “The Maid at the Manse,” pub- 
lished by ae age Depot, Stirling, 








volted from it all. It had to be accomplished some- 
how, but I had np heart for it; and I did as little as 
I could, and that in a slipshod manner. Why hadn't 
I been allowed to be a preacher? 

Another thing—I must take my own way and my 
own time about doing things. I was not going to be 
dictated to by. the mistress about the how ,and when. 
The boys had’ more than two miles to go to ‘school, 
and had to be in by nine, but if I could huddle the 
breakfast to the table by ten past eight, there was 
surely time enough for them to sup their porridge 
and have worship before they’ went. “Quarter to 
eight” was the ‘time the mistress ‘said, - about that 
I had my own opinion.” At times I didn’t ‘feel very 
happy when I saw the pained expressiom on the ‘mas- 
ter’s face over my on-goings; but still, I: wasn’t going 
to care. 

It was about this time that a new “minister’s man” 
came to work at the ‘steading: He was from Kinmul- 
lick, where the Pilgrims had never been, and-I thought 
I'd do some evangelizing of him. I gave him a tract, 
and told him how I-had: become a Christian those 
years ago. ‘Still, he often heard me grumbling, and 
saw me neglectful of my work. One afternoon he had 
the dogcart ready to drive the master to Cambusbeg, 


‘and they had little enough time to catch the train, 
and then it.was found that Mr.’ Kennedy's boots had‘ 


never been brushed, I would do them now, I said; 
but there was no time, and away he went in them 
just as they were. And when Rab came back he said 
a thing that cut me sore: “I’m rale glad ye telt me ye 
were a Christian, for I’ve been watching ye, and if ye 
hadna telt me I’d never have kent!” 

All this time, as you will.guess, I had not been over- 
much at-my Bible or at my prayers. I seldom forgot 
to say them each day, and to read a chapter, but there 
was no life in it.all, and no.realization of the Saviour’s 
presente and blessing such as I had once enjoyed and 
now enjoy again. 

Thé minister was anxious to see a new time of re- 
vival in the glen, and did his best to bring it: But I 
can see now that the topsy-turvy state of affairs in 
the heme handicapped him badly. There was so much 
broken time, with irregularities one way and another, 
that he could not arrange his times for study and 
private prayer systematically. And it was largely my 
doing. Ah me, how ugly it all looks to me now! But 
at that time, as I can see, I was simply quarreling with 
my lot in life and with the God who had assigned it 
to me. 


A Chance Remark 

That summer I had a week’s holiday in the south. 
In the train I heard two ladies talking, and one of them 
grew very indignant, and I caught her words, “And 
you know she came to me as a Christian, and a member 
of the Y. W. C. A. I’ve had other maids in my time, 
frankly unconverted, who were far preferable to her. 


.No more of such ‘Christians’ for me! 
have spoken as befriending the Pilgrims when they . 


._. The remark stuck to me, and made me think. Was 
I, perhaps, an unsavory Christian of that sort? 

This is how’ the change came. 

A twelvemonth ago I attended the New Year Con- 
ference of our district. On the bookstall I caught 


_ sight of a bonnie pamphlet with some gold lettering 


on it. “The Happy. Home” was the title. “ ‘Happy 
home,” I said to myself, “I wish ours was a bit 
heopier. I wonder what the wee book has to say?” 
So I paid my twopence, and‘in the tea interval I began 
to scan its pages. Why, it was nothing but quotations 


_from the Scriptures about how parents and children, 


husbands and wives, masters and servants, ought to 
act toward each other. I turned to the page on “‘Mas- 
ters,” to see how- they ought to treat me. And really, 
when I thought it over, I couldn’t see that I had much 
to complain of. I had heard of girls who were harshly 
treated and ill-fed, and quartered in little damp rooms, 
But that was not the way with the Kennedys. They 
treated me with kindly consideration — though, to be 
sure, the boys were a bit rough at times. My kitchen 
was bright and cosy, and my own room airy and not 
uncomfortably furnished. I had good food and plenty 
of it, and interesting books whenever.I wanted them. 
And, with reasonable diligence, my work was through 
early in the evening, except on washing day. Mrs. 
Kennedy always did her .part, when she was well 





enough, to relieve me, and I know the doctor told her 
more -than once that she. was working beyond her 
strength. My wage— well, it was not a high one, as 
wages go nowadays, yet I knew it was fait payment of 
what they could afford. 

Then I turned to what the Scriptures said to “Serv- 
ants,” and here is what I found, among other passages ; 

“Exhort servants, to be in subjection to their own 
masters, and to be well-pleasing to them .in all things; 
not gainsaying; not purloining, but showing all good 
fidelity ; that they may adorn the doctrine of God our 
Saviour in. all things.. For the grace of God hath 
appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing 
us, to the intent that, denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, weeshould live soberly and righteously and godly 
in this present world; looking: for the blessed hope 
and appearing of the glory:of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave himself for, us, that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 
himself a people for his own possession,. zealous. of 
good works” (Tit, 2:9-14). i 

“Let.as many as .are-servants iwries. the yoke count 
their own masters worthy of al] honor, thatthe name 
of God and the docttine be not blasphemed,. And they 
that have believing masters, let them not despise them, 
because they are.:brethren; but .let. them serve. them 
the rather, because they that partake of the benefit are 
believing and beloved” .(1 Tim. 6:1, 2). ' : 

“Servants, be obedient unto them. that aecorsing 
to the flesh are your masters, with fear and trembling, 
in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ; not in the 
way of eyeservice, as men-pleasers ; but as servants of 
Christ, doing the will of God from the heart; with 
good will doing service, as unto the Lord, and not unto 
men: knowing that .whatsoever good g each one 
doeth, the same shall he. receive again. from the Lord, 
whether he be bond or free” ¢Eph. 6: 5-8). 

I was amazed. Did Paul really write these words, 
and how had I never noticed them before? Did I, 
as a servant, really adorn the doctrine of Christ my 
Saviour in all things? Was I purified to him for his 
own possession, zealous of good works? Did I do 
my work heartily, as unto the Lord? I read the words 
again, slowly, and felt very uneasy. 


New Dedication for the Common Duties 


In the closing message of the conference the s er 
addressed himself to backsliders, very tenderly but 
very searchingly. Backslider—yes, that was it! 1 
could not shirk it, The old joy and peace and liberty 
were gone from me. I was nothing less than a back- 
slider. My head was bowed in shame, and I felt my 
cheeks flush crimson. And presently, when the meet- 
ing was tested, I rose to my feet— very quietly, very 
brokenly — and dedicated myself anew to the Lord, 
to be filled with his Spirit for the doing. of his ‘will 
in the common things of life. ; 

I had to go and tell the mistress when I got home, 
of my failure and sin, and of my new vows. It was 
not easy to do, but as I went back to the kitchen after- 
ward my heart was fill of singing. 

So, also, were the days that followed. On Saturday, 
Rab came in and flung down a pair of rabbits he had 
shot on: the glebe. Often, when he had done it. be- 
fore, I had greeted the act with — “Ugh, more of these 
beasts to skin!”. But now I smiled as I thought of 
the boon they weré to my master’s meager purse, and 
sang toy myself inwardly: 

We do it all for Jesus, 
Who’s coming very soon. 


“What’s come ower ye, these days, Annie?” asked 
Rab. “Ye're that blithesome. I’ve been watching ye, 
and I’d ken ye for a Christian noo, and I just wish I 
Was one tae.” 3 

7 told him to come in-bye when his work was 
through; and there, as we knelt by the kitchen table, 
he settled the matter. He was.at the Prayer Union 
on the Tuesday, and it. soom got noised abroad that 
Rab was saved. Eh, but the master was pleased! On 
the Sunday night, quite a wheen of the village lads 
came to the service to see this new thing, and there 
was a rare unction on him as he preached. Yes, and 
three of the boys stole round, shyly to the vestry after- 
ward to ask him of the way_of life It has gone on 
like that ever since— what I call our revival. The 
Prayer Union meetings now overcrowd the. wee room; 
and oh, what a blessed spirit there is among us! “Yoirre 
responsible for this, you know, Annie,” .Mr. Kennedy 
has said to me smilingly more than once. It was that 
New Year Conference that did it, when it gave me a 
new vision of the variety of ministrations to the one 
Lord. God has set in his Church “apostles, prophets, 
teachers ... helps” (1 Cor. 12: 28), and the minister 
tells me the helps can be a wonderful help. In the 

(Concluded on page 117) 
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MARCH 6. SHARING THE GOOD NEWS 


i International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 8 : 4-8; 2 Corinthians 5 : 14-20 


Golden Text.—Ye shall be my witnesses.—Acts 3 : 8 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


* By J. Russell Howden 
‘The Historical Setting 
la began his four years’ 


HE Hepes Ue Cali 
. reign . 37. According to Alford 
, it y probable mn the martyrdony o€ Stephen, 


and Philip's preaching at Samaria, happened during 
» the same year. Caligula-appointed:- Herod Agrippa | 
» as king over the Tetrachy of Trachonitis in that year. 
Sir William Ramsay, however, would date the death 
of Stephen at not later than A. D. 33, and possibly 
even earlier than that. 
. Complete certainty is unattainable with, our pres- 
:ent’ knowledge. But.the earlier date seems more likely 
than the later one, 


Verse by Verse 


. Acts 8: 4.—Three.classes ‘of people stand out clearly 
in Luke’s. narrative at this point. There were, the 
Christians, prudent as well as brave, .ready to flee or to 
‘await imprisonment and probably death, as the Lord’s 
‘wilt should appear for each. There were good men 
‘ who shrank from the doings of the bloodthirsty mob, 
and sympathized with its victims (v. 2); and there 
' was the young zealot who thought that in hating his 
fellows he was doing God service (v. 3). 
As so; often happens the wrath of man turned to 
the praise of God. On the one -hand it brought out 
'* the constancy of the semoraes faith, On the other 
hand it was unconsciously harnessed to God’s pur- 
poses for spreading the Gospel. 
' ~ Observe that the scattered disciples had no special 
‘ command, or instructions, or official position, It may 
‘not be God's will for every believer to exercise over- 
sight or leadership in the church. It may not be God’s 
“will for every Christian to be a teacher. It is his 
will, however, that every one of us should preach 


Christ. 
The Devil scattered the disciples. The Lord scat- 
| **tered the Word. Note the difference between the re- 
i ' sult of persecution on the one hand and prosperity 
: on the other (cf. 6:1). 
Verse 5.—Philip . . . proclaimed unto them the 
_ Christ. He seems to have been quite unconscious of 
_ the great stride forward that he was taking. His was 
“not a protest against the decision of the apostles (6: 
4) ; it was the spontaneous action of a man who loves 
his Lord.and is in vitalizing contact with him, Never- 
theless, it opened a new era in church history, and that 
is why Luke is so interested to record it. 
.. Verse 6.—Signs which he did. God stamped Philip’s 
.action with the evident seal of his own approval. 
Sacerdotalists look askance at any ministry that can- 
not be proved to be in factual succession to that of the 
.apostles. But the true apostolic succession is not to 
; - be found in the outward imposition of hands. Rather 
| -is it evidenced whenever a -man is preaching the Word 
" which the apostles preached, and wherever: God is con- 
_ firming that Word by signs following. 
a Corinthians 5: 14.—The love of Christ. 
jective, — our love to Christ; but subjective,— his love 
“to us, Constraineth, i. e., grips. We thus judge. We 
+s Sree this judgment at our conversion. One died 
‘xs forall, For.a most important note on this see “The 
Minister and His Greek New Testament,” p. 58, by Pro- 
A. T. Robertson, D.D., LL.D. (may be had from The 
Sunday School Times $ Co, Philadelphia, $1.75, postage 
15 cents). It has been claimed that the participle 
‘that Paul uses ‘here excludes the idea of a vicarious 
>. atonement. The study of the papyri has shown ‘the 
‘fallacy of such a contention. (See also John. 1: 50.) 
Therefore all died, i. ¢@., therefore in the death of 
- Christ all for whom he died, died also. They died to 
sin and self. 
purpose of God from the historic hour upon Calvary. 
It becomes true subjectively as that death is appropri- 
ated and realized by the individual sinner. 


I Verse 16.—After the flesh. Paul means that in the 
“case of a Jew his Jewish origin is entirely lost sight 
“of, in the case of a rich man, his riches, in the case 
of a slave, his humble ition, and so on. 
| though we have known Christ after the flesh. It is 
' tempting to speculate as to whether Paul ever saw the 
Lord Jesus during his earthly life. But the emphasis 
of this sentence is not on Christ, but on have known, 
‘It. means that since his own conversion his judgment 
about the Lord Jesus is no longer colored by the 
‘thought of him as merely the Nazarene. Paul thinks 

of Jesus now as Lord and as God 
| 2 Verse 17—A new creature. . Not merély in a moral 
1 Sense, but here especially as to his powers and methods 

of judgment. 


‘ 


Not-ob- 


This. was true objectively and in the. 


Even . 


Devotional Reading: Isaiah 55: 1- 
Additional Material for ler Tosleny’ Acts x : 6-12; 16: 23-25; 2 Cor. 
5:20 to 6; 10. 
Topic: Telling Others About Jesus. 

Lesson Material: Acts 8; 4-8, 26-3 

Memory Verse: ‘Ye shall be my 5. ay —Acts 1: 8a 
Junicg ” Topic: Winning Recruits for Chriet’s Army. 

Lesson son Material : Acts 8; ire 26-39. 
Memory Verse: ‘Acts x: 


one and Senior Topic: ‘Telling Our Companions About 
Ep Re Ut ani el lee al Christian Evangelism » Duty, 
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Acts 8:4 They therefore that were scattered abroad went 
about 1 preaching the word. 5 And Philip went down to the 
city of Samaria, and proclaimed unto them the Christ. 6 
And the multitudes gave heed ‘with one accord unto the 
things that were spoken by Philip, when they heard, and 
saw the signs which ,he did. 7*For from many of those 
that. had unclean spirits, they came out, crying with a 
loud v :.and many that were palsied, and that were lame, 

ealed, & And there was much joy in that city. 


2 Cor. &:14,For the love of Christ constraineth us; be- 
cause we thus judge, that one died,for all, therefore all died; 
15 And he dicd for all, that they that live should no longer 
live unto themselves, but unto him who for their sakes 
died and rose again. 16 Wherefore, we henceforth ‘know no 
man after the flesh: even though we have known Christ 
after the flesh, yet now we know him seo no more. 17 
Wherefore if any man is in Christ, *he is a new creaturet 
the old things are passed away; behold, they are become 
new. 18 But all things are of God, who reconciled us to 
himself through Christ, and gave unto us the ministry of 
reconciliation; 19 to wit, that God was in Christ reconciling 
the world unto himself, not reckoning unto them their 
trespasses, and having ‘committed unto us the word of 
reconciliation. 


20 We are ambassadors therefore on behalf of Christ, as 
though God were entreating by usi we beseech you on 
behalf of Christ, be ye reconciled to God. 


2Comp. marg. note on chap, §:42, 2Or, For many of 
those that had unclean spirits that cried with a loud 
voice came forth. ®Or, there is a new creation. *Or, 
placed in us. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








Verse 18—Reconciled . . . reconciliation, The 


words imply rearrangement, readjustment. 

Verse 19.—Committed unto us, See marginal trans- 
lation. God placed the word of reconciliation within 
the believer first of all in its saving. power. That fact 
is his commission and qualification for being in his 
turn God’s ambassador to others. 


ADDITIONAL MATERIAL FOR, TEACHERS 


Acts 1:6.—Restore the kingdom. The one certain 
fact amid the confusion of earth’s politics is. that the 
kingdom will be restored. The disciples were right 
enough about this. 

Verse 7.—It is not for you to know. The Bible 
never- encourages either a speculative or senti 
outlook upon life. There are limits to our knowledge 
with which it is idle to quarrel, “The things that 
are revealed belong unto us” (Deut, 29:29). We may 
thankfully explore to the utmost ~ our power 
opportunities; then we may with equal thankfulness 
recognize that God himself has set limits to our 
knowledge, and “he is too wise to err, too good, to 
be unkind.” The future is with God. That is all 
we can know or need to know. 


Verse 8.—On this verse read S. D. Gordon’s “Quiet 
Talks on Power” (may be had from The Sunday 
School Times ~Co, Philadelphia, $1.25, postage 
10 cents). Note the widening circles wit- 
ness bearing, — Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, the ends 
of the earth. The geographical terms may stand for 
home circles, school .and_ college circles, the circles 
of social intercourse, and business life. Encourage 
the pupils to expect and be willing for ever increas- 
ing opportunities, and therefore, for increasing respon- 
sibilities. Witnesses. All Christian service consists 
of (1) Testimony, both by life and word; and. (2) 
Teaching. Let us as teachers remember this, 


Verse 9.—He was taken. up. The Ascension forms 
a fitting and logical “close to the Lord’s earthly min- 
istry. He did not just cease to be seen. Neither did 
they gradually come to recollect him less vividly. 
They knew where he had gone. They saw the path 
by which he went, (John 14: 4). 

Bf 11.—Shail so come, Visibly, bodily, person- 
ally 

Acts 16:13—-A place of prayer. This has been 
interpreted to ‘mean a walled-in space without a roof, 
or a synagogue. It has -been suggested that the sim- 
pler type of building was used where the Jewish com- 
munity was too small to be able to build a synagogue. 
‘Luke certainly: seems to make a distinction between 


the two (cf. Acts 17:1). 


The choice of a site near 
the riverside had reference to ceremonial washings 


(cf. Psa. 137:1} Note the analogy between this in- 
cident and that described in John 4: 6-30, 


Verse 14.—Thyatira (cf, Rev. 2:18). The pur- 
ple dyes of this city were Ceiba ssad even in the time 
of Homer. ° Inscriptions. connected ei the cult of 
dyers have been discovered in modern days. 

This was the first preaching of the Gospel in Eu- 
rope. Our modern world has sprung from that morn- 
ing’s work, It was a crisis day in the history of the 
church and therefore of the: world. Compare this 
incident with that in chapter 8. Luke has given to 
both crises the place of emphasis that is warranted by 
their far-reaching importance. Whose heart. the, Lord 
opened. Every conversion is a miracle. “This is the 
Lord’s doing; it is marvellous in our eyes.” Note, 
dear fellow teachers, for your encouragement, that 
there emerges here what runs all thr the Acts: 
That the Lord Jesus himself is working, doing indeed 
all the work that is being done through his servants. 
Think of those dull, obdurate, difficult boys, or those 
willful, thoughtless, frivolous girls of yours. You 
seem so hopeless. ‘The Devil holds them in-such a 
mighty grip. But as you love and teach, so the Lord 
loves and teaches. -He has deliberately chosen to link 
his a with our weakness (1 Cor. 1:27, 28; 
2:3, 4). 

To give heed. Here is the human side of the mys- 
tery, as real and essential as the divine side. Steam 
is generated in a boiler by the corresponding action 
of fire and water. If there is no water in the boiler, 
the fire will only smelt the plates. If there is no fire, 
the water will remain water. But let the two essen- 
tial conditions be present, and the steam will be gen- 
erated and the power put forth. Of such dual char- 
acter is the work of salvation in a human life. The 
power of God plus the response of man is éssential. 


Verse 15.—Come into my house. Note the newborn 
generosity. The new birth was speedily followed by 
manifestations of the new life, 


a Corinthians 5:20.—Note again the intimate con- 
nection here assumed between Christ and the Father. 
Note, too, the affectionate earnestness of God’s plead- 
ing with those who are rebels against his authority. 
In the sublime transcendence. of all human precedent 
and pattern which characterizes the divine . dealing, 
we have the place of the suppliant and the supplicated 
inverted, and Love upon the throne bends. Sgown to 
ask the rebel who lies powerless and sulleh at his 
feet to come back to the love and grace that await him. 

Note that the “you” is not part of the text as is in- 
dicated by its being in italics. Paul is ign his 
embassage everywhere. Wherever he he_be- 
seeches men to be reconciled. So also Se verk “be 
ye reconciled” is passive. God is the, reconciler, let 
this reconciliation have effect. That is Paul’s message, 
and that is to be ours. 

Verse 21.—Made to be sin, Abstract as opposed to 
the righteousness which follows. Compare a similar use 
of the word “curse” (Gal. 3:13). The righteousness 
of God, representatives of that righteousness, endued 
with it, and viewed as in it. 


Chapter 6: 1.—Receive not the grace of God in vain, 
Paul is still describing his practice in the ministry 
rather than exhorting’ the Corinthians. In vain, i.’ ¢., 
to no purpose, unaccompanied by sanctification. 


Verse 2.—At an acceptable time. The special cir- 
cumstances of the Gospel dispensation make its ap- 
peal the more solemn and urgent (cf, Heb. 2: 3). 


Verse 3.—Giving is a nominative participle paral- 
lel with working together (v. 1), No occasion of 
stumbling. Personal, character and service are as pure 
and true as the doctrine that he preaches. May that 
be true of us! 

Verse 4.—As ministers. The grammar may be bet- 
ter brought out by rearranging the sentence thus: 
“In all, things as ministers of God recommending our- 
selves.” The following catalogue is a series of speci- 
fications of “everything” (v. 4). Some signify instru- 
ments by which, some situations in which, some 
Of many of such like instruments and situations most 
of us are, in God’s mercy, practically ignorant, though 
some who read these notes krfow them full well. In 
either case, we shall do well to read them through 
again in an attitude of humble waiting upon God that 
he may show us how far such characteristics enter 
into our discipleship. For these things represent in 
actual experience what it means to take up our cross 
and follow the Lord. 

Acts $:26.—Arise, and go. This was a sharp test 
of Philip’s obedience. He had been pretty much the 
center of things in Samaria. He had had the crowds 
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hanging on his words, He had seen revival blessing 
breaking out in a city. He could not but feel that he 
had been used of God to jnaugurate a néw era in the 
church’s experience. Now he was called to go forth 
alone in a lonely path. We cannot tell in what way 
Philip was certified that this was indeed the will of 
God for him. The Lord has his’ own ways of making 
things plain to his servants. If there is first the will- 
ing mind, it will not be suffered to get out’ of the line 
of God's will, “The meek will he guide in justice” 
(Psa. 25:9). At any rate, Philip knew and obeyed. 
It was a sharp test of character and a beautiful re- 
sponse. He knew that his converts would become 
detached from him and learn to depend upon others. 
The same kind of call still comes to us Sunday-school 
workers. It is a test as to whether we are working 
for our own handeor for the Lord, and thus for the 
whole team of our fellow workers. 


Verse 27.—Ethiopia vaguely included what we now 
know as the Sudan, Abyssinia, and Somaliland. For 
a description of the vast territory see the dictionaries, 
Candace. This, according to Pliny, was a dynastic 
title rather than a proper name. Under the term Cush 
there are many references to these people in the Old 
Testament. Philip’s obedience was the hinge on which 
a new door of opportunity swung open for the church. 

Verse 35.—Preached unto him Jesus. The sum and 
substance of all apostolic preaching. It is just this 
and nothing else that must be the subject of all our 
teaching if it is going to do any good. 

A Lesson Outline 

1. The messenger’s qualifications. 
Ghost and wisdom (Acts 6:3). 

2. The messenger’s tests 

(1) Serving tables. Sympathizing with grievances. 
02} Persecution $85 3-8). 
3) Popularity (8:8). 
Y Promptitude of obedience (8:27). 

3 


Full of the Holy 


ethods 
fr) To the crowtls (8:6). 
2)To the individual (8: 29). 
Golden Topics 

1.'The -sovereignty of Christ. 

2, The co-operation of Christ with his servants. 

3. The content of the Good News is just Christ him- 
self (8:35). a haan 
The Practical Aim _ 

To show the class the importance of being faithful 
in everything: Philip was faithful in helping the old 
women in Jerusalem. Our pupils can be faithful in 
the small duties of home and school. Philip was 
loyal to ‘his Lord under persecution. So may we be 
when we are ridiculed. Philip was. ready to preach 
either-to crowds or.to’a unit: So may the members 
of our’ classes be ready to tell others about the Sav- 
iour. 

Tunsrivce WeEtts, ENG. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their peenge & stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs, Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried ‘assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they. can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 
HAT is the Saviour’s plan of spreading the Gospel? 


2. What part of the Jerusalem church was scattered 


3. They went everywhere “preaching the word” — what 
was the word they preached? 


4. What verse shows whether or not the Lord had told 
them to confine their message to Jerusalem? 


5. If they wished to be obedient, why did they wait for 
persecution to scattér them? 


6. What beside the command of Christ led them to tell 
others of him? 


‘9, What verse in the lesson summarizes. the result which 
should follow the kind of preaching Philip did? 


8. In what ways can we tell others abdut Jesus? 


9. What.is often the cause of personal witnessing for 
Jesus? 


10. What is the motive of personal ¢withessing? 

11%, What is the power in all true witnessing? 

12, What do others observe in the true) witness-bearer? 
3. What effect does “sharing’’ have upon our own supply 
of the joys of the Gospel? Answer with Scripture. 

14. What opposite effect is the result of our selfishly ap- 
propriating the Gospel to ourselves? Answer with Scrip- 
ture. 

1s. What is the result ‘to those to whom the witness 
is borne? ‘ 

16. What are those who bear witness to: the saving power 
of Christ? 

17. At whose. command do all true witriesses go forth? 


= 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers-to the lesson questions ‘nf the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 
” 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Up at Rock Run.—Philip went down to the city of 
Samaria ... And there was much joy in that city 
(Acts 8:5, 8). If you want to find the best hated 
folks in the world you can locate them in Samaria. 
These were the people the astute James and the gentle 
John wanted sent the way of Sodom and Gomorrah 
—old men, mothers, children, babies, n’everybody 
(Luke 9:54). Nice pair of Christians, eh? Some 
years ago, we used to have ‘race disturbances on St. 
Patrick’s day and the celebration of the Battle of,the 
Boyne. The Green and the Orange. Especially when 
John Barleycorn got into the argument. Rock Run 
is the home town of some of our best Irish families, 
The Higginses, the Toomeys, the Sweeneys, the 
Lynches, the Sheridans. I have tied the, clothes and 
had fine fights and enjoyed all the omy Co of youth 
with the scions of the Ould Sod. When I became civi- 
lized in my manhood and thirty-four years ago ar- 
rived in Rock Run as a sort of “Philip” these good 
Catholics were then and always ‘have been my good 
friends. Only the other Sunday old Mrs. Sweeney 
said to me as I stopped at her door to say. “How-de- 
do” to her, “Mr. Ridgway, may God bless you. You 
have done a foine work up here. Rock Run is a dif- 
ferent place than it used to be.” No, the Catholic 
children do not come to our Protestant Sunday-school 
any more than our Protestant children go to mass — 
but wouldn’t we be fools to fight each other! I went 
up to Rock Run as:a Phibip to bring “joy.” With 
that “joy” have come, prosperity and all the Chris- 
tian fruit (Gal. 5:22, 23). The old Irish families 
have shared in the blessing. Wouldn't they have been 
fools to have thrown stones through my windows and 
tried to run me out? Old John Toomey passed away 
the other day full of years. My best automobile was 
at the command of the family. This is what the re- 
ligion Philip carried down in Samaria does not only 
in me Run but everywhere when it is properly 
worked. 


“The Door of Hope.”—If any man is in Christ, he 
is*a new creature: the old things are passed away (2 
Cor. 5:17). Here is one of the most blessed truths 
in the Old Book— for the sinner. Mrs. Wittemore 
called her home for saved girls “The Door of Hope.” 
That is exactly what this verse is. When some resi- 
dent of the old Midway would come and try to be 
smart about “what you used to be,” I would give him 
a stare and hand him this verse and say, “The chap 
you used to know has passed away.” Sometimes [ 
would point him-to the foundry cupola or. the open 
hearth where the same process was going on with 
metallic “junk.” When I come to this text I think 
of my friends among the “angels who have lost their 
way.” 
a while I get an anonymous note. When you come to 
Him, girlie, old things —everything— will have passed 
away. You will. be a new girl—a sweet Christian 
girl now. Mary Magdalene had seven devils, yet she 
was honored abovesother women after! the casting out 
of the evil spirits. There are men and women de- 
pressed and cast down and discouraged and hopeless 
because of things of the past at, the, hands of all or 
some of the seven devils. Some are driven to suicide 
or asylum.. They need only to look to Jesus and be 
cured and live (John 3:14). “Come unto me... and 
I will give you rest” are the sweet words of invitation. 
The new creation then ‘begins the new life. This is 
not mere preaching. If it were right to dig up the 
past, more than one happy, prosperous family would 
be shown where the mother has been lifted from the 
depths of sin and despair® to joy and blessedness be- 
cause of the truth of this verse. Every Christian 








; Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may ad from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut_Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1xJanuary 2.—The Christian a Follower of Jesus 
Mark 1 : 16-20; 2: 13-17; 1 John 2:6 
2. January 9.—The Standard of Christian Living 
Luke 6 : 27-38 
3. January 16.—The Christian’s Use of the Bible 
Deuteronomy 6 : 4-9; 2 Timothy 3 : 14-17 
4. January 23.—Prayer in the Christian Life 
Mark 1 : 35; 14 : 32-36; Matthew 6 : 9-13 
5. January 30.—The Christian Overcoming Temptation 
Luke 4: 1-13; 1 Corinthians 10: 12, 13 
6. February 6.—The Practice of Christian Stewardship 
Matthew 25 : 14-30 
y. February 13.—Making Our Homes Christian 
Ephesians 5 : 25 to 60:4 
8. February 20.—Serving In and Through the Church 
Matthew 5 : 13-16; Acts 2 : 42-47 
9. February 27.—Making the Community Christian 
(Temperance Lesson.) ...........seee0 Galatians 5 : 13-25 
1¢@. March 6.—Sharing the Good News 
Acts 8 : 4-8; 2 Corinthians 5 114-20 
11, March 13.—Making the World Christian 
Matthew 28 : 16-20; Acts 16 : 6-18 
32. March 20.—The Christian’s Hope 
John 14: 1-3; 2 Corinthians 5 : 1-10; 1 John 3:2, 3 
13. March 27.~—Review: Studies in the Christian Life 


Some read. this Corner every week. Once in, 
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worker can tell similar stories. So don’t dope, don’t 
shoot, don’t jump, ’t call forgetfulness in your 
misery, but “come” and be born again in Christ Jesus. 
Your new Christian life will have real joy in it. 


Two Ambassadors.—We are ambassadors therefore 
on behalf of Christ, as though God were entreated by 
us (v. 20). I never appreciated the office of an am- 
bassador until I read “The Life and Letters of Wal- 
ter H. Page,” American ambassador to the Court of 
St. James during the war. The job killed him, just 
as the same war. pressure killed his superior, Presi- 
dent Wilson. That is to say, while it is a high honor 
to be the “entreator” of a great power it is also a “ 
tremendous responsibility. Maybe that is why so many 
faithful Christian workers die comparatively young. 
All of Ambassador Page’s troubles were .O. P. troubles 
(Other Peoples’). I used to have a cultured friend, a 
wonderful musician. His name was Dr. Nice. -He 
was a Salvation Army officer and had charge of the 
relief work. He would nervously pace up and down 
the floor as he told me the details of the human misery 
it was his duty to touch ‘and relieve. At last this 


“work killed Dr. Nice as Walter H. Page was killed. 


Both were men of: the finest breeding and fiber, both 
fine Greek scholars, both appreciated their ambassa- 
dorial jobs. One was the ambassador to the Slum and 
the other the ambassador to the Court; one to the 
lowly and the other to the great: There are ambas- 
sadors, both political and religious who. will never 
wear out. Down at Washington they have a locome- 
tive that will never wear out. It is old “Johnny Bull,” 
the first locomotive of the Camden and Amboy Rail- 
road. It never does anything. Just remains there to 
be looked at! God expects us all to be busy in ‘his 
service —to do his will and .leave the results to him 
(1 Cor. 15:58). ‘ You: remember the old Queen Bess 
story? The Queen called upon a great London mer- 
chant to drop,his business and be an ambassador for 
her to the low countries. “What will become of my 
business, your Majesty?” asked the merchant. “Think- 
est thou that I am such a careless queen that the busi- 
ness of one of my best and. most loyal subjects could 
suffer while he was away serving me?” « Even so, is 
not our King as “careful” as any earthly potentate? 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Law OF Expression.—All thought or 
feeling tends to express itself in some form, 











“\7E SHALL be witnesses unto me” sounds a bit 
like a command, and so we doubtless interpret 

it.. Yet if we put the idea into the form of our lesson 
subject, “Sharing the Good News,” we shall come to 
recognize that if we really have been with Christ and 
learned of him, that of itself should send us out to 
tell others of him. - It is not natural for us to — 
good news to ourselves, and certainly the best news o 
“all should impel us to carry it to alt mankind. We 
do know that the i lsion that has sent many that 
we know afar from home with this message has not 
been the command of Christ but the love of Christ. 

Thus in Jerusalem the apostles could not be re- 
strained from preaching Christ even though bonds and 
imprisonment and death itself awaited them; and 
when the others in the providence of God were scat- 
tered abroad, wherever they went they were con- 
strained to carry this same message of hope and cheer. 
They might have slipped away quietly to find a home 
where persecution would not again disturb them, but 
such was not their thought. And when the great 
*persecutor who caused this havoc had himself become 
the outstanding ambassador of the cause that he had 
hounded to the death, it was he who said that the 
love of Christ constrained him, as in Christ’s stead 
he was beseeching men to become reconciled to a 

The wonder of it all is that, when fortified by the 
command of our Lord and bulwarked by the promise 
of his abiding presence, this love of Christ should not 
do today in the lives of Christians more of the amaz- 
ing things it did in the days when the followers of 
the Way were so despised and poor, and knew nothing 
of the luxury of undisturbed worship in commodious 
and beautiful churches such as we have everywhere in 
America today. Should not the love of Christ awaken 
within us, too, a love that cannot but express: itself 
in this service of love to others? 

Huntinopon, Pa 


For this and succeeding lessons, leaders will do welt 
to recommend to their teachers Mr. Trumbull’s “What 
Is the Gospel?” (cloth 75 cents, paper 50 cents, post- 
age 5 cents), and Dr. Conant’s “Every Member Evan- 
gelism” ($1.50, postage 12 cents). The first book 
makes crystal clear just what is the good tews to be 
shared, and the second is a message stirring the souls 
of workers to service. Both may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, Philadelphia, 
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Lesson for March 6 
Acts 8: 4-8; 2 Corinthians 5 : 14-20 
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I Niditrations on Sharing the Gospel 


In view of the large number of unusually fine illustrations received for 


the current lesson, they are 





under the customary head, ‘‘ The: Illustration Round-Table.’’ 


under this special title rather than 














LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
A tions for this department; one dollar is 

paid for each illustration. accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one .each week. 
But readers are urged: not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 


tors, which might ‘otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. ] 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that ‘portion of the | text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 

Ilustratione on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also n 3 





Wu Ting Fang’s Terrible Charge.— 
Ye. shall be my witnesses (Golden Text). 
Wu Ting Fang, Chinese ambassador to 
the United States, always praised Con- 
fucianism as being far above Christianity. 
He spent his last Sunday in New York 
City before leaving America, The Rev. 
Huio..Kin, a Chinese pastor, phoned to 
Mr. Wu and asked him to attend church: 
service. Mr, Wu replied: “When I was 
a boy in China I was acquainted with 
some Christian people and thought highly 


to America, I decided that I wanted to 
throw in my lot with Christian. people 
there, and made up my mind that I would 
accept the first invitation that was given 
me to attend q Christian service.” Then 
after a moment’s pause, he added: “This 
is the first invitation I have had !"—From 
Every-Member Evangelism, Sent by Miss 
J. B. James, Toronto, Can, 


Hindu Sammy’s Answer.—Ye shall be 
my witnesses (Golden Text). A regi- 
ment of British Tommies, fresh from the 
home country, were encamped just out- 
side a town in India. Soon after their 
arrival, a Hindu Christian preacher went 
trotting by: a quaint little figure, with a 
big Bible under one arm and an umbrella 
under the other. Some Tommies hailed 
him with a. question that sounded more 
irreverent than it really was: “Hello, 
Sammy. How’s Jesus this morning?” 
The little fellow pulled up short, and 
looked at them with his bright shining 
eyes. Then, holding up the Bible, he 
said, slowly, “Do you sahibs mean to 
say that you who sent.us this holy Book 
talk of the Lord Jesfis like that? Do 


the people of your great country send ]- 


the Gospel to us poor heathen, and yet 
‘insult the Saviour?” - The men. looked 
a bit uneasy at his words, but he went on: 
“I will, however, answer your question, 
and answer it from the Great Book. You 
say, ‘How is Jesus this morning?’ I re- 
ply. from Hebrews 13:8: ‘Jesus Christ 
the same yesterday, and to day, and for 
ever.” And, making the men a polite 
little bow, he went his way. That evening 
two British. soldiers went to Sammy’s 
house to thank him for his plucky speech 
of the morning, which had led them to 
give their hearts to the changeless One. 
—From the Christian Herald. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Etland, Yorks, Eng. 


Robert Ingersoll’s Aunt.—Ye shall be 
my witnesses (Golden Text). Many a 
man or woman has borne eloquent wit- 
ness to his Christian faith by. an unob- 
trusive, inconspicuous, consecrated life. 
A relative of Robert Ingersoll, known in 
that family as Aunt Sarah, living on the 
Pacific Coast, was a devout Bible stu- 
dent and a beautiful Christian. One day 
she received by mail a package which, on 
opening, proved to be a copy eof one of 
R. G. Ingersoll’s books, an attack on the 
Bible. On the flyleaf was written these 
words over Ingersoll’s signature: “If all 
Christians had lived like Aunt Sarah per- 
haps this hook would never have been 
written.” The indisputable fact of a 
consistent Christian life was more dis- 


_of Christianity. When I was appointed | preaching the word.” He had_nothing 


by the Rev. Edgar P. Hill, Sent by 
Julia F. Deane, Elburn, Ill. 


“But These Were the Apostles.”— 
They therefore that were scattered abroad 
went about preaching the word (Acts 8: 
4). Some years ago when I was speak- 
ing in the city of Minneapolis, I noticed 
down in the audience a young .lawyer. 
When the meeting was over I made my 
way to him and said: “Are you a Chris- 
tian?” “Well, sir,’ he said, “I consider 
myself a Christian.” I said, “Are you 
bringing other men to Christ?” He said, 
“No, that is not my business; that’s your 
business, I am not called to do that. i am 
called to practice law; you are called to 
preach the Gospel.” . I said, “If you are 
called to be a Christian you are called 
to bring other men to Christ.” He said, 
“I don't believe it.” I said, “Look here.” 
Then I opened my Bible at Acts 8:4 
and ‘asked him to read, and he read: 
“They therefore that were scattered 
abroad went about preaching the word.” 
“Oh, yes,” he said, “but these were the 
apostles.” I said, “Will you be kind 
enough to read the first ,verse of the chap- 
ter?” He.read: “They were all scattered 
abroad, . . except the apostles,” and “they 
that were scattered abroad went about 


more to say. What could he say ?—From 
Dr. R.A. Torrey. Sent by William S. 
Bowden, New Albany, Ind. 


Holding On to the Cup.—Went about 
ewe the word (v. 4). It was at the 

rd’s Supper; there was a large church- 
ful of disciples, and the deacons came 
along with the cup. The rule was for 
the man at the end.of the pew to partake 
himself and then pass it along. But one 
man, right in the middle of a pew, par- 
took, and then held on to the cup. “Pass 
it on,” he ‘was told, but he refused. The 
pastor came and said: “Pass it on. It 
has come all the way down from the 
table until it reached you. Don’t stop it.” 
But the man did not heed. There is the 
cup of salvation. Christ filled it and gave 
it to his disciples to drink and pass: it 


Rome, to Britain, to America, and we of 
America are to pass it on to Japan and 
China and India. But now some who 
have the cup hold on to it. “It is good,” 
they say. The heathen are perishing but 
they will not pass it on—Adapted from 
the tract “Pass It Along.” Sent by the 
Rev. B. M. Dobbin, Eskridge, Kan, 


“But I Don’t Mind That.”—And there 
was much joy.in that city (v. 8). An 
old Chinese woman d the secret of 
Christian joy. “When Sunday comes,” 
she said, “and I come to church to wor- 
ship God, my neighbors and the people 
along the way laugh at me and ask me 
when and how I became so rich that I 
can quit work and go gadding all day. 
But I am not rich, I am very poor, and 
because I keep the. Lord’s Day and come 
to church it eften, means that I go hun- 
gry. But I don’t mind that. When my 
heart is so happy it doesn’t matter if 
my stomach is empty.”—From personal 
experiences in China, Sent by Rose A. 
Huston, Blanchard; Iowa. 


How’ Joy Is Spelled.—And there was 
much joy in that city ¢v. 8). Jesus first, 
yourself last, and nothing between spells 

-O-Y in its true sense—Sent by Rilla 
Baley, Ovid, N. Y. 


“Oh, That Was Easy!"—For the love 
of Christ constraineth us (2 Cor. 5:14). 
A poor Christian mother in India traveled 
nine hours, with her five children, to 
reach a little chapel in a mountain vil- 
lage where a traveling minister was hold- 
ing services. “How did you ever get 
here?” asked the minister, who knew 
that part of the journey was up a hill 
so steep that the climber had to draw 
himself along by gripping tufts of grass. 
“Oh, that was-easy, pastor. I just went 
up the hill with one child at a time, go- 
ing back for each one until I got them 
all up. In order to hear the Gospel mes- 
sage even the hardest kind of journey 
would be well worth while.”—From Pres- 
byterian Record, Sent by Mrs. T. E. 
Langford, Simcoe, Ont., Can. Prize il- 
lustration, . 


Our Daisy Chains.—That they that 
live should no longer live unto them- 
selves, but unto him (v. 15). The tom- 
toms thumped on all night; I could not 
go to sleep, so I lay awake and looked, 
and I saw, as it seemed, this: At my 
féet was a- precipice, of dizzy depth. 
Forms of people. were making for the 
edge —a womari with a, baby and a lit- 





along. They passed it on to Antioch, to 





-tle child. She was om the very verge; 











quieting to the great infidel’s unbelief 
than anything else—From an address 








“Cndat that time there 
was a great persecution 
against the church-and 





“V5 


then I saw she was blind. She lifted 
her foot for the next step—and trod 
air. Oh, the cry as she went down! 
More streams of people came following; 
they were all stone blind. I wondered 
with a wonder that was agony why no 
one stopped them. I saw a group of 
people under the trees. They were mak- 
ing daisy chains, Sometimes when a 
more piercing shriek rent the air it dis- 
turbed them and they thought it rather a 
vulgar noise. If one of their number 
started to get up another wonld pull 
that one down; saying, ‘Why should you 
get so excited over it? You have not 
finished your daisy chain yet.”—From 
Amy Wilson Carmichael. Sent by M. 
Taylor, Winnipeg, Can. 


How We Can Live Like God.—If any 
man ts in Christ, he is a new creature (v. 


his life without first. giving you, his na- 
ture.” These were the words that startled 
a godless and mocking young soldier in 
Egypt. “Why,” he cried, “that explains 
it; again and again I have been told to 
be good; again and again I have tried, 
but I can’t. But all is different, if God 
does not ‘expect me to live his life with- 
out first giving me his nature.” Then he 
knelt and received his rebirth—From The 
Dawn... Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, 
Surrey, Eng. 


Better than Resigning.—IWWe are am- 
bassadors therefore on behalf of ‘Christ 
(v. 20). Dr. Len G, Broughton tells of 
a minister who called his leaders together 
and said that he was about to resign his 
ministry at that church, because he had 
seen no one converted for a considerable 
period. They begged him to stay, and 
pointed out how edified they were by his 
oo “Edified for what?” he asked. 

urning to one leader he asked him if he 
had ever led a soul to Christ. “No,” 
was the answer, so the question was put 
to the next with the same result, and 
the next again. Finally the minister got 
all the members of the meeting to prom- 
ise that they also would.resign with him, 
if within a short period they personally 
led no one to Christ. On. Monday morn- 


clerk, and by the next Sunday he had 
eleven saved men with him in. church for 
company. The rest of the meeting 
brought the tally up to thirty.—From the 
United Methodist. Sent by W. R. Clark, 
Oxford, Eng. 


Entreating.—As though God were en- 
treating by us (v. 20). Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd, drives no sheep into his fold; 
he calls them in—from Forward. Sent 
by W. J. Hart, D.D., Utica, N. Y. ~ 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
how may we thank thee for thy choice of thy 
servants to tell the Good News to others? 
How is it that thou hast chosen us to bear 
thy name? We bow before thee today with 
a new sense of unworthiness. We humble 
ourselves before thee, and we pray thee that 
our lives may be so ordered that we shall be 
faithful witnesses for thee wherever we are. 
May we have a new sense of privilege and 
obligation in this mission. May we expect 
great things of thee and lose no opportunity 
to spread the blessed Gospel. Teach us, we 
pray thee, how to,reach others with thy Word 
and bring them into a saving knowledge of 
thyself. In thy dear name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Of course, every 
one of us who loves the Lord Jesus will 
say at once, “Certainly I ought to tell 
other folks about kim.” But the ques- 
tion is, Are we doing it? Do we under- 
stand our duty in this, and how to go 
about it, and what to expect when we 
talk to others about the Lord Jesus? Paul 
tells us in this lesson that it was the love 
of Christ that held him steady in this 
work and kept him at it. So much for 
the duty behind the wonderful privilege. 
Then he tells us that we are ambassadors 
on behalf of Christ, that is, we go forth 
to represent him. That would certainly 
mean that we must speak for him, and be 
busy abovt his business, and live so that 
people will know we do belong to him. 
And what will the result be? Can you 











think of anything more wonderful than 


17). “God does not expect you to live ' 
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this: “God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself, not reckoning unto 
them their trespasses, and having com- 
mitted unto us the word of reconcilia- 
tion”? What a wonderful thing it is that 
we are privileged to point the way by 
which men, through Christ, may be 
brought out of the world into fellowship 
with God! I wonder if we have realized 
what a mission it is that the Lord Jesus 
has given us? Let us try to realize it 
today. 





OUR PRIVILEGE 


KNOWING 


TELLING THE GOSPEL 
LIVING 


OUR DUTY 











we 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Christ receiveth sinful men.” 
“What a wonderful Saviour.” 
“Win them one by one.” 
“Jesus saves.” 

“Go and tell.” 

“The Comforter has come.” 


itles listed below, and numbers in r- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the. metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Tell All the World” (192: 1, 2). 
Psalm 96: 1-4. 
“The Brightness of Thy Face” (143: 1, 2). 
Psalm 67 : 1-7. 
“Tell of His Glory” (305 : 1-3). 
Psalm 148: 1, 2, 11-14. 
“His Altar Fires” (43 : 1-3). 
Psalm aa : 22-31. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





SHARING THE GOOD Naw 














THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD all the lesson material, so as 
to catch the message of the lesson. 
When Jesus went back to his Father’s 
throne he left his work on earth in 
the hands of the few who believed on 
him and loved him, He said to these 
friends, “Ye shall be my witnesses.” He 
meant that they should tell other people 
what they knew about him. They had 
been with him for three and one-half 
years. They had seen all his wonderful 
works, more than that, they had seen 
his beautiful life of love and service. 
Then the Father had sent the very same 
Spirit that had dwelt in their Lord to live 
his own beautiful life in their hearts, 
and give them power to do the same won- 
derful works that he had done. After 
this they were ready to be his witnesses. 
They began at home;-just as he had told 
them to do, and joyfully told the people 
in Jerusalem about Jesus. Many people, 
seeing how happy these people were, be- 
lieved on the Lord Jesus and were saved. 
But the men who hated the Master hated 
his servants, too, and treated them so 
cruelly that they had to leave their homes 
and go to other places. In this way they 
began to tell other people about Jesus. 

Here tell the thrilling story of Philip’s 
ministry. He held a revival in Samaria, 
“and there was great joy in that city.’ 
Then tell how he was led of the ‘Spirit 
to go down a desert road. There he 
found a man riding in a chariot. This 
man was from a far-off country, and had‘ 
come to Jerusalem to worship. The 
Spirit told Philip to go to the chariot 
and ride with the man. He was reading 
in the Bible what Isaiah had said long 
years before about Jesus, but he said 
that he did not understand what he was 
reading. Philip was glad to tell the 
stranger from the far-away country about 
Jesus. The man believed and was saved. 
Philip baptized him, and he went on 
his way to his far-off home with great 
joy in his heart. We believe that he 
told his people about the Saviour he had 
found on his journey. 

This is how the church was started long 
ago, and ithe Good News is being car- 
ried to the uttermost parts of the earth 
today in the same way. Tell the little 
folks that they can have a part, too, in 
the glorious work of letting the world 
know about Jesus. They can let Jesus 
come into their hearts, and live his own 
beautiful life there. This is a wonderful 
way of letting others know about him. 
Then they. can let the Saviour tell the 
Good News through their lips. They can 
also help by sharing their money with 
the missionaries, who have left their 
homes and gone to the far-off lands to 
tell the Good News to the people who 
have never heard. They can pray, “Thy 
kingdom come.” 

Sing “I Love to Tell the Story.” 


Curnton, S. C. 
‘<€ 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: A human letter. 

Discussion: A number’ of intéresting 
parallels can be worked out in the letter 
illustration: stamped in the image of 
God; sealed to keep out and to keep in 
— what? Character of the “tablet” to 
receive the ink; special delivery, and the 
like. But be. consistent. 


Objective: Get the message across! 











AY, fellows, did you ever think of 
yourself as a letter? Yes, sir, a let- 
ter: written, sealed, stamped, and ad- 
dressed! That’s Scripture. Paul, writ- 
ing to the Corinthians (2 Cor. 3:3), un- 
der the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
said this: “For all can see that you are 
a letter of Christ . . . written not with 
ink, but with the Spirit of the ever-liv- 
ing God—and not on tablets of stone, 
but on human hearts as tablets” (Wey- 
mouth). 
This is a very inspiring thought to 
‘ne. It’ gives me a new view of my re- 


us of many wonderful ways in which 
we are related to him: brother, joint- 
heir, son,* servant, friend, minister, am- 
bassador, yoke-fellow, partner, and branch 
in the vine. But here is another way, and 
I like to think of it. It spurs me to get 
up and go on when -I am inclined to 
loiter on the way. A letter —a letter 
of Christ! 

Anybody likes to get a letter. . It makes 
folks sad to miss a letter. To some the 
mailman’s whistle is sweeter music than 
a symphony orchestra can luce. 

I was in a foreign land, far from 
home. A man heard my inquiry th 
a square hole in the wall—a man who 
did not speak my eg ee handed 
out a letter to me. It was addressed in 
a very familiar hand. I hunted a quiet 
place to read it, and eagerly broke the 
seal. That letter meant a lot to me; it 
was about to work a miracle. It would 
transport me in an instant four thousand 
miles through space; in my ear would 
sound again a voice I loved; before me 
would come again the familiar faces of 
the home fireside. Oblivious of strange 
sights and sounds actually, about me, I 
would be regaling myself with a hundred 
happy memories, things new and_ old. 
That is one of the things a letter can do. 

But, fellows, suppose that in its long 
voyage across the sea the ink in the let- 
ter had faded! There were the faint 
marks of the pen point, but the fragments 
of words were unintelligible! Wouldn’t 
that have been disappointing? Or, sup- 
pcse by some strange alchemy those words 
written in love and tender solicitude had 
been changed to words of indifference — 
or even to words of hate! That would 
have been a tragedy. It would perhaps 
have changed my plans about returning 
home. Yes, a letter can carry a lot of 
vital matter. : . 

Next time you go to Washington, take 
a moment as you leave Union Station to 
step a few paces to a right and: look 
at the facade of the United States Postal 
Building, and there read this legend, 
carved high above the nearest portal, de- 
scribing the United States Mail Service: 


Messenger of Sympathy and Love, 
Servant of Parted Friends, 
Consoler of the Lonely, 

Bond of the Scattered Family, 
Enlarger of the Common Life. 


Does that not also describe the disciple 
of Jesus Christ, especially as you think 
of him as a “letter of Christ”? Does it 
not make life seem bigger and more worth 
while if a fellow can be all that? 

With that thought in mind, remember 
these things about a letter: It must have 
a writer and a recipient, to be effective. 
Beautiful letters, inspiring letters, letters 
of transforming power have been written, 
but failed to reach those to whom they 
were addressed. The Dead Letter- Office 
is the destination of many such letters. 


they fail to reach the addressee. Fel- 
lows, are you a dead letter.of Christ? 
If you are, it is not because the letter was 
not written, nor because it was changed, 
but because it was not delivered. The 
letter of Christ is written with unchang- 
ing ink — by the Spirit of the ever-living 
God. And not on parchment, but on the 
human heart as a tablet. 

Now I think you've got it straight. 
Look up in the Master’s face and ask him 
to write his message of love to the world 
on your heart. I have a friend out West 
who one day in his travels-ran upon a 
sorrow-stricken father and mother. They 
told him their burden. Their boy, in an- 
ger with his father, after a heated dis- 
pute over some trifling matter, had left 
them and gone away, they knew. not 
where. Recently they had heard of him 
in a small town in New England, but 
had been unable to locate him, Letters had 


back. They felt sure that if he could 
know how freely his father had for- 
given him and how wide open their arms 
were for his return he would come. This 
friend was so stirred with a desire to 
rignt that situation that he made the long 
journey to that New England town and 
there picked up a clue that led him to the 
boy. The boy was in sad plight, jobless 
and homesick, but too proud to make any 
move homeward. It took only a. few 








‘ationship to the Master. He has told 


words to describe the longing of that 


They become “dead letters” only because 


failed to reach him. They wanted him}: 
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father and to picture that mother’s brokén 
heart, to transmit the father’s message, 
“Son, come home.” Then a very weary 
boy, helped by his benefactor in the ex- 
pense of fransportation, turned his 
again to the West — and home. : 

Our lesson text today is saying in the 
words of Paul to the Corinthians; “Now 
tlien we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God = ie weak bee us: we 
pray: you in msts st © ys rocon- 
ciled to God.” 

Greenssoro, N. C, 


we. 
Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Telling our companions about Jesus? 
(1) by our lives; (2) by our words. 











ss i MAY not sound just right to say 
it, and truly I don’t mean to be irrev- 
erent, — but do you know, every time I 
look at Lucy’s face I think of Jesus.” 
The words were almost timidly spoken by 
one young girl of another, to one who 
knew Lucy.so well that she knew why 
her fair, pure face spoke-so plainly of 
the faith that dominated her life. . 

(1) Is not this the very be:: way of 
all to tell one’s companions about Jesus — 
by the very atmosphere of one’s vzhole 
life? -What is this life atmosphere made 
by? By the sum total of all one’s thoughts, 
plans, ambitions, study, deeds, words, 
emotions ; ‘by the relation of each of these 
phases of life to the others; by the pro- 
portion of each to the other; Ly the ex- 
pression each finds in the channels of 
everyday living; by all these things and 
then by something else, so ing - al- 
most indefinable, something that the Bible 
calls the “heart.” 

Perhaps your girls can understand this 
best by answering for themselves these 
questions: What is the central, control- 
ling motive of your life? And then, com- 
ing closer still: Whose is the controlling - 
voice in your life? To whom do you 
refer all your decisions? Do you de- 
cide each one as you think Jesus would | 
have you do? 

When a girl’s companions can answer 
those questions about herself thus: “The 
love of Christ”; “The voice of Christ’; 
“To Christ”; and “Yes,” then indeed is 
she telling her companions about Jesus 
by her life. Then indeed is she sharin 
the Good News with her friends. and wit 
all_who touch her life. Such a telling 
is by far the. most effective of all the 
ways to be evangels of the love of Christ, 
For it is always true that the world 
around you heeds what you are far more 
than anything that you may do or say. 

(2) Without such a life behind’ them, 
words about Jesus are but hollow sounds, 
It is this fact that silences so many young 
people. They know how quickly other 
young people accuse of hypocrisy anyone 
who speaks for Christ with the lips only. 
Help your girls to see that they need not 
wait for perfection in any of ihe phases 
of life mentioned above to be entirely sin- 
cere in speaking of the One who means 
all to them. Young people are quick to 
detect shams, but just as quick to recog- 
nize sincerity, and when there is a sin- 
cere Christian life (though not yet a per- 
fect one) behind the words, they listen. 

Help them, too, to see that this very 
speaking for Jesus deepens the life itself, - 
intensifies the very love that prompted 
the words, .trengthens the motives, ‘and 
tends to'fix the purpose of the speaker. 
This kind of sharing the Good News with 
their companions is reciprocal in its bless- 
ings, as well as unsclfish. - 

Every girl in your class will agree that 
this kind of 4 lling is far harder than 
the sending of the message to far-off 
lands and peoples who do not mow one’s 
everyday life. But if this everyday life 
is deeply centered _in Christ, it will over- 
flow -in just. this kind of sharing with 
others. “Out of the abundance of- the 
heart the mouth” wil? speak. 


Home Study 
Can you set down, in writing, any ways 





in which Jesus has meant enough to you 
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“Lesson for March 6 


Acts 8: 4-8; 2 Corinthians 5 : 14-20 _ 


a 


to make you want to tell your compan- 
ions about him? Try this, in writing, 
this week. 
Decatur, Ga, 
cd 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of February 27) 


1. The Christian community, as evidenced 
by the word “brethren.” . 


2. To make true Christians of all the indi- 
viduals composing that community. 


3: All of it, unless he can give a reason 
that is acceptable to God for his failure in 
any part. 

4. Freedom from the dominion of sin (Rom, 
6 : 14). 

gs. See Luke 12:4, 5 


6. Because the greatest blessing he can 
bring to himself comes through a blessed 
ministry to others (Mark 1x0 : 43-45). 


7. The family, in the home, is the unit of 
the community. Within it we find the source 
of all that appears in the community - life. 
As, arg the families of a community so will 
be that community. 

8 Christian teaching makes the father and 
mother the head of the family, the chief re- 
sponsibility resting wpon the father. See 
Ephesians 5 and 6 for plain statements of this 
principle. 

9. The fathers of this day need arousing to 
think more of eternal values than of tem- 
poral prosperity, to give themselves as heart- 
ily to family standards of living as they do 
to rhoney-making, to refuse to allow such 
family standards of expenditure as to make 
them slaves to “business,” to inspire and re- 
quire from their children, from earliest child- 
hood, loving respect for their authority. 

ro. Church parent-teacher associations may 
refuse to become mere money-making or- 
ganizations, or to sit through programs of 
amusement given by their children, but rather 
earnestly to study the child-life of their com- 
munity and agree together to do or not do 


‘ such things'as will benefit the youth of the 


day. The task of one should become the task 


> of all. The standard of the group should 
- make far easier of attainment the standard 


of any one family. 


u1.. There is but one way, td win them to 
and for Jesus Christ as Lord as well as 


. Saviour. The one and .ofNly way to make 


our communities Christian is. make Chris- 
tians throughout our communities, 

12. Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 

13. That between the flesh and the Spirit 
existence. 

14. As the motive of service (v. 13), the ful- 
fillment of the law (v. 14), and the fruit of 
the Spirit (v. 22). 

1s. 1 Corinthians 13. 

16. Love. 

17, All kinds of strong drink, dope, and 
cigarettes. 

wt 


Have You Joined the S. S. T. 
Radio Bible Class ? 


N TUESDAY evenings at 7.30 

o'clock, Eastern Standard Time, The 
Sunday School Times broadcasts the 
teaching of the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lessons for the First 
Quarter of 1927. The lesson is_ being 
taught each week (D. V.) by, the Editor, 
Charles Gallaudet Trumbull, and is 
broadcast from Station WRAX, wave 
length 268 meters, 500 watts, of Berachah 
Church, 1608 West Allegheny Avenue, 
Philadelphia. } 

Letters or post cards from those lis- 

tening in are cordially invited, <o be ad- 
dressed to Radio Class, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
by ig 

Il who would like to be enrolled as 
members of The Sunday School Times 
Radio Bible Class are asked to send name 
and address to the Times, indicating 
whether Mr., Mrs., or Miss, and request- 
ing enrollment. To all such the Editor 
willbe glad to send a numbered Certifi- 
cate of Membership, contanniene the Radio 
Class Scripture passage and list of les- 
sons, Z 


“A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools,” 
Philip E: Howard, gives practical- helps 
on lesson preparation, knowing the pupil; 
securing attention, asking questions, 
illustrations, conducting reviews, and lead- 
ing pupils to Christ. (The Sunday School 
Times Co., Philadelphia, 75 cents, post- 
age § cents.) 
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When the Maid at the Manse 
Started a Revival 
(Concluded from page-112) 


Prayer Union I find plenty of scope for 
“preaching,” as much as I am qualified 
for, and there is ever so much more in 
life that one can‘ do heartily in his name 
and power. 

What a difference in the mornings now ! 
I find myself up betimes, and singing over 
my work, We're always ready to sit 
down to prayers at quarter to eight now, 
and it gives us time to open with a verse 
or two of tuneful psalm, which is won- 
drously refreshing to one’s spirit. Then 
all get their breakfast in an orderly and 
leisurely manner before the boys haye to 
start for school. And all through the 
day it is just as if the machinery of the 
hofse was well oiled and running 
smoothly. Doesn’t the Bible compare the 
blessed Spirit of God to the holy oil? I 
find also that, as I pray over my work 
regularly, there are not so many for- 
gettings and mishaps and breakages as 
there used to be. 

Rab and I have grown fast friends 
during the year. He’s a fine lad, and true 
as steel. I smile when I think of how 
he once told me he would not have known 
me for a Christian. Anybody would 
know him for one, without any. telling. 
He has his eye on a wee croft up the 
glen, nestling in the lea of the pinewood, 
with a bonnie burn gurgling by, that is 
to fall vacant in May; and— well, you 
know the rest! 

Ah, well, I shall be sorry to leave the 
Manse. But my friend, Mary, who be- 
longs to the Prayer Union, tells me she'll 
be right glad to get my pieces and I 
know she will fill it faithfully. 





‘ Children at Home 











The Story Stairs 
By Lydia Lion Roberts 


% « ONE-HALF hour you and I will 
be on our way.” Grandma Lee said 
this as naturally as if she were asking 
for a piece of bread. 

Rosa Lee looked up from her book 
in surprise. She was curled up in grand- 
ma’s big chair by the window. reading 
“Little -Men.” 

“We— way —what.” Rosa thought 


she had not heard just what Grandma 


Lee said. . 

“You and I are going visiting,” ex- 
plained Grandma Lee. “At half past 
two a big car is coming here for us and 
we are going for an hour’s ride to a big 
white house facing the ocean. The house 
has large rooms, lovely old furniture, and 
a small girl.” 

“Why, how perfectly surprising!” Rosa 
shut her book and jumped up excitedly. 
“TI must ask mother if I may wear my 
white dress with the rosebuds. What is 
the little girl’s name? How did you hap- 
pen to know her? Whose house is it? 
Shall we stay long?” 

“Mercy !” gasped Grandma Lee. “You'll 
lose your breath and wear out your 
tongue! Run and get ready and I'll tell 
you about it later.” 

In the car Grandma Lee told Rosa 
about her old friends who had recently 
moved from the West to the big white 
house by the ocean,.and about the little 
cousin who was staying there for the 
summer, and that a letter had come invit- 
ing grandma and Rosa Lee to visit them 
and stay to tea. 

“This is Bernice Morton,” introduced 
Mrs. Graham, who was grandma’s old 
friend. “You two children will surely 
have a nice time together. I declare, 
you are the same age, but Rosa is about 
an inch taller. than Bernice.” 

Rosa hardly noticed what Mrs. Graham 
was saying, and when Grandma Lee went 


by | out of the room with her, Rosa did not 


notice that they had gone. She stood 
still in the front of the hall and. stared 
with big round eyes at the stairs, 

“I never saw anything like it,” she 
whispered to Bernice. “Could we—do 
you suppose your aunt ‘would let us play 
on it?” 





“I’m so glad you want to play there,” 
replied Bernice with a little skip of joy. 
“Every single day I sit there and make 
up stories, and I’ve been wishing for 
some-one to play them with me. Let’s 
begin at the bottom.” 

“I never saw such a handsome stair 
carpet in all my life,” said Rosa, She 
walked slowly down the wide hall and 
stopped in front of the white stairs with 
the mahogany hand rail. 

“There’s a story on every stair,” said 
Rosa happily. 

The carpet on the stairs was an old- 
fashioned hooked runner about twenty- 
two inches wide. It had a border of red 
roses with green and brown leaves, and 
the roses were also on the tread of the 
stairs. But that wasn’t the nicest part 
of it! On the riser of each stair there 
was a picture made in the carpet. 

“Wait a minute,” said Rosa. “Before 
we play I want to see every single stair 
picture. I’m going to remember them to 
tell mother.” 

“Wouldn’t you like to write them 
down?” asked Bernice. At Rosa's pleased 
assent she ran off to get pencil and paper. 
The two girls. started on the bottom 
stair and Bernice began to tell about 
the scenes on the runner, as they walked 
slowly upstairs. 

“First, two green trees with a yellow 
house between. Second, two big birds 
with yellow wings. Third, a white sheep 
underneath. a big tree and’ a path leading 
to a red barn. Fourth, two big willow 
trees with a little house in the middle. 
Fifth, a brown and white horse, beside 
a green tree. Sixth, a tiny church, then 
a fence and two tiny houses beside a 
tree. - Seventh, a bluebird and a bowl of 
red and yellow flowers.” 

“Now let me tell,” said Rosa, and she 
handed the paper to Bernice who wrote 
down what Rosa said. 

“Eighth, two tall thin trees and a white 
house. Ninth, a green and yellow maple 
tree and a tiny brown church. Tenth, a 
fat robin and some blue flowers, Eleventh, 
three big brown trees almost hiding a 
green house. Twelfth, a big old-fash- 
ioned house like this one with four. red 
chimneys. Thirteenth, two pots of red 
and white and yellow tulips and a white 
swan between them. Fourteenth, and the 
top stair, a red. barn and a pathway, a 
green tree and a little red’ house.” 

“Now let’s play,’ begged Bernice. 
“Which house do you want to live in?” 

“T’ll live on the fourth. stair in the lit- 
the house between the droopy willow 
trees,” decided Rosa. 

“T’ll live in this big old house with the 
red chimneys, on the twelfth stair,” plan- 
ned Bernice. : 

“You had better have the horse,” Ber- 
nice added, “because he lives on: the next 
stair to you.” 

“Thank you. I'll call him Dobbin,” 
said Rosa with a pleased smile. “Would 
you like the white swan and the tulips 
on the next stair to you?” 

“Yes, I would like that,” agreed Ber- 
nice, “T’ll name my swan Lee, after 

ou. 

“There are just fosrr. birds,’ counted 
Rosa. “Two big birds with yellow wings 
on the second stair, and a bluebird and 
a robin higher up. You chovse two 
birds first.” 

“T’ll take one bird with yellow wings 
and the robin,” said Bernice. 

“That leaves me the bluebird and one 
yellow winged bird,” said Rosa, quite 
satisfied with her choice. 

They went on dividing the property in 
the pictures on the stairs, and soon each 
one had a barn, lots of trees, a churth 
apiece, and some extra houses. 

“We can have the red house on the 
top stair for a schoolhotise,” said Rosa, 
“and the other houses can be our summer 
homes. One big house had better be a 
library.” 

“All ready. now,” said Bernice. “We 
must visit each other and take turns feed- 
ing your Dobbin and my swan Lee, and 
go to each other’s churches and get our 
summer houses ready.” 

“And feed the birds, take books from 
oe library, and visit the school,” planned 


sa. 

Such a time they had, visiting from 
one house on stair number four to the 
other house on stair number twelve, and 
hurrying back to stair number one, and 
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then up to stair five to feed Dobbin, and 
down to stair two to talk to the yellow 
winged birds, and then up to stair four- 
teen to visit the little red schoolhouse! 
Bernice planned the visits and told Rosa 
wen stories she had been playing by her- 
self, 


“I never saw such wonderful stairs,” 
sighed Rosa, when the girls were called 
to tea on the porch,overlooking the ocean. 
“I can hardly bear to leave the story 
carpet.” 

“It seems to me,” slowly began 
Grandma Lee, and Rosa leaned forward 
eagerly, “it seems as if you children cquid 
make some paper story stairs to play 
with when Bernice visits Rosa.” 

“I know!” Bernice laughed excitedly. 
“If aunty will give us some paper we'll 
cut pieces the size of the stairs and make 
pictures on.them.” 

“How can we?” Do you think they'll 
be pretty? May we start right after 
tea?” Rose’s face was flushed and ex- 
cited, 

“We can cut pictures from old maga- 
zines and paste them on each paper stair 
and when you get home you can stand 
each paper stair up against your real 
stair until you have fourteen story stairs, 
too. 
“We can find houses and trees, and 
barns and birds in the magazines,” said 
Rosa,. catching the idea, and color them 
exactly like your stair runner and paste 
them on the paper in just. the same way.” 

“You can live in your little house with 
the willow trees and. I'll live in the old 
house with the four: red chimreys, and 
we'll be two little girls with story stairs,” 
said Bernice happily. 


WINTHROP, Mass. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries, 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50, 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.7 a year, and 
the single subscription, $2.25 a year. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus s0 cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or 
in a package to one address, $2 each per year. 
The Sunday School Times Co.,* Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


WORLD Acquaintance Tours 














STUDY TOURS | PLEASURE TOURS 
Exceptional | yp Oe 
opportunity, each wee 

vale , MAY 
Students, .to 
Teachers, SEPTEMBER. 
Lecturers, Best Ships— 
Experienced Luw Rates. - 
Leaders. Send for Booklet. 


Students’ Tours— ow Priced 
Itineraries specially arranged. 


51 West 49th Street, New York City 
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their clients. 


_ their distribution in metropolitan centers. Now we mediums of today are circulating. fer neem era Messenger 
have a new medium of long established publications * tee _ Evangelical -Herald 
that binds together those substantial, well-to-do This new medium is the Religious Home Week- Christian Leader 
small town homes with their gardens, big roomy, lies Combination —18 of among the finest and oe 
eiry houses and families that live life together. strongest journals in their sphere. They have no oo neo aa 
: duplication and make available to worthy advertis- Southern ptt dee 
These families if brought within one geographi- ers reader confidence at its zenith. It all has: Baltimore Southern Methodist 
. ir Southern Christian Advocate 
Distribition by $72,000 CIRCULATION Distribution by Oe Group 
States 72% Pg . : Population Watchword 
N. B. & Middle Atlantic. .. 31% 11% Years A Subscription | 5 000 and under..__ 57% tas 
Southern States... .... 26% Di thei Full ‘Femi ¥ Monthlies 
Middle Atlantic States... 39% peotothe toms, PeliFenlly | 5,000 v0 10,000... 117% Ring's Beste 
Far Western States... 3% $5.98 MILINE RATE 10,000 to 20,000.______._ 8% eee ot ee Wank 
Foreign 1% Over 20,000... 24% Westminster Teacher 
American Church. S, Magazine 
Other groups have equally interesting statistics. May we MeldShone Tents 
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National Advertisers and Agencies Are Again Turning To The Religious Press 


Reprinted from August. 1926 wssue of Standord Raise & Dete Servire 


If They Should Ask You 


How did we get our English Bible? 

Who decided what books should be in it? 
When were the manuscripts found? 
Where are they now? 

Why are there so many different translations ? 


Could You Answer Helpfaully ? 


Wouldn't it be well to have at least one standard book in your library that would 
give you this and other historical information about the Bible text ? 


The most available and satisfactory book is 


THE ANCESTRY OF OUR ENGLISH BIBLE 


By Professor IRA MAURICE PRICE 
Secretary of the International Sunday School Lesson Committee 
- | now in its eighth edition. It is both popular and scholarly, and is among the 
best standard works on the Bible text, and the history of the Versions. 330 pages, 
richly illustrated with more than fifty illustrations and diagrams. 


In handsome cloth binding, $2.50; postage, 20 cents 








For the Young Folks 


Bible Puzzlers 


to ‘Interest the Children 
in the Old Testament 


Who rescued his kin for $1,875,000? 

What giant had a 13 ft. 6 ft? 

What happened in the Valley of Bones ? 

Who was the first masician ? 

Who made an altar out of his pillow ? 

Who took a census which cost the lives of 
70,000 people ? 


Five Hundred Bible Story 


Questions and Answers 
By Samuet Scovitte, Jr. 


50 cents; postage, 5 cents 
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FEBRUARY 19, 1927 


BEST NEW 
BOOKS on 
BIBLE STUDY . 


Messages from evangelical leaders, well- 
known for their firm stand for the faith. 
Books spiritually profitable and practi- 
cally helpful. 


Major Bible Themes 


By Lewis Sperry Chafer. A -manual of 
Christian doctrine incorporating the most 
vital truths of the Scriptures, Valuable as 
a textbook for individual or group study, or 
as a reference work. Over 300 pages, includ- 
ing 49 chapters with 14 questions each; 
Scripture and topical indexes. $1.25. 


A Scientific Investigation 

of the Old Testament 

By Robert Dick Wilson, Ph.D., D.D., Pro- 
fessor of Semitic Philology in Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary. This is the eagerly awaited 
volume from the pen of the great Princeton 
scholar, giving in detail his conclusions, and 
the reasons for his belief in the accuracy and 
inspiration of the Old Testament Scriptures. 
A convincing argument based on an ex- 
haustive study of the text, grammar and 
vocabulary, $2. 


The Biblical Story of Creation 

By Giergio Bartoli, Ph.D., D.Sc.. D.D. A 
scientist’s study of the Bible in the light of 
the recently discovered Babylonian docu- 
ments, * $1.25. 


The World’s Unrest: 
Visions of the Dawn 

By Christabel Pankhurst. A thoughtful, 
comprehensive study and analysif of world 


of Christ. 


And ‘God Spake These Words 

By W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. The last 
work of this beloved dean of Bible teachers 
tells how we got our Bible and why we be- 
lieve it is God’s Word. With questions for 
class or individual study. $1.25. 


How I Study My Bible 
By Howard A. Kelly, M.D. In this booklet 
Dr. Kelly tells the methods of study whereby 
the Bible has become so precious to him, and 
his message shows how God’s Word may be- 
come a real comfort and companion to any- 
ene. A booklet to broadcast. 
25 cents, $2.50 a dozen, $19 a hundred. 
Please add 10 percent for postage 


The Sunday School Times Company 
1081 Walnut Street - - Philadelphia 
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Are You Remembering 
America’s Keswick ? 


blessing to hundreds of Christians. Many 
have found it a source of spiritual help 
and bodily refreshment, not only during 
the summer conference period, but 
throughout the winter as well. Keswick’s 
health-giving, pine-laden atmosphere is 
most delightful during the fall, winter, 
and spring months, and the opportunities 
for Bible study offered by the newly es- 
tablished Bible Center make a winter or 
spring vacation there one that will long 
be remembered 

But perhaps many have not realized 
that, to maintain such an all-year-round 
ministry, considerable current expenses 
must be regularly met. Between six and 
eight hundred dollars a month are re- 
quired for maintenance. This includes 
among other items the allowances for the 
helpers, coal, food, repairs to machinery 
and to automobiles, and the like. 

Has it occurred to you that God may 
be wanting you to share in the blessing 
that comes to those friends of the work 
who are making possible America’s Kes- 
wick by regular contributions every month 
for such current expenses? Will you not 
ask him about,it, and will you not also 
pray that he may prompt many to thus 
share in Keswick’s all-year-round minis- 
try? : 
Gifts may be sent to the Treasurer, 








1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. ! THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 





B. F. Culp, 80-82 Stafford Building, 1114 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


conditions pointing to the imminent retura ~ 


HE all-year-round ministry of Amer- .- 
ica’s Keswick has proved of untold: 
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Lesson for March 6 
Acts 8 : 4-8; 2 Corinthians 5 : 14-20 
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A New Service for Easter 


Gifts of Eastertide 


A new Easter Service 
of Christian Education.,| 
Something different. 
More attractive than the 
ordinary service. Deep 
2 tabeng significance .is 
shown in every song and 
recitation. 

His Gifts to us and 
Our Gifts to Him are 
emphasized, in this ser- 
vice with selections from 
the Scripture in which 
all take part. 


$6.00 a hundred 

| $325 for fifty. 80 cents a dozen 
Single copy, 7 cents 

Send for Illustrated Circular of Easter Supplies 

















-,; a “= > @) 
. x7 yr, % 


VALS S54 CECE DSS. BBR IO 


17011703 Chestnut St., Philadelphia,Pa. 


ASTER 
it” HALL: MACK CO. 
MUSIC 


6 ee oer services, 96 pages in all, Free to 
any Pastor, Supt., or Committee. Only ° 
these are free of “charge. A Pageant Service 
included. Send postal, . 


* EASTER HELPER No. 13 
Book of Songs, Recitations, ete. 25 cents. 
* EASTER SPECIALS No.3 
Booklet containing several special selections for 
ster, 25 cents each. 
FOR MOTHER’S DAY 
Send 10 cents in stamps for 3 complete services. 


IDEAL SACRED QUARTETTES No. 3 
For men’s voices. New. Just from press. Send 
for examination copy. 

THE QUEST, a dramatized story cantata with 

pageantry, beautiful music, impressive dialogue. 


30 conte cach, $3.00 the dozen. 


ot sent for éxamination. 


















HALL-MACK CO. } 21st and Arch Sts., 
ADAM GEIBEL MUSIC CO. Phila., Pa. 
Nat. Music Co., 21QS. Wabash, Chicago. 














Two Easter Pageants, New 


SENT FREE 


Hail the Mighty Conqueror 
Our Triumphant King 


We also send free an Easter catalog 
that lists and describes all possible 


kinds of Easter music and literature, 
Write as telling your needs 
FILLMCRE MUSIC HOUSE 
508 Elm Street, Cincinnati, O. 


= A, 


EASTER SERVICES 


Six services, coin Ccollec- 
tors, cards, and offering 
envelope mailed for 75 
cents. 

Retarnable if not satisfied 


Meigs Publishing 
ompany 
49 W. Washington St., Indianapolis, Ind. 



































$25.00 to $150.00 
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pee '| Profitable SpareTime Work 


Sell our DeLuxe Easter Box Edi- 
tion of 12 Steel Engraved Cards 
with lined envelopes and a hand- 
some ribbon. tied folder. Appro- 
priateEaster verses.Cost soc,sells 
for $1.00. Sewp FoR SAMPLE Box. 
6oc stamps,check or money order. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





March 13. How to Conquer Circumstances, 
Phil. 4: 5-7, 10-13. ~ 

March 20.- How Can We Improve Our Minds? 
Prov, 2: 1-9. : 

March 27. What Does a Missionary Bo? 
Matt. ‘10 : 5-10. 


April 3. What is Real Christianity? Jas. 
3319-27; John 13:34,35 (Consecration 
meeting.) 


Sunday, March 6 


Stewardship as a Rule of Living (Matt. 
25 : 14-30) (Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—Stewardship of time (Eccles. 12: 
1, 14). 

Tues.—Of money (Prov. 3 : 9, 10). 

Wed.—Of talents (Rom. 12: 6-9). 

Thurs.—Of knowledge (1 Cor. 9 : 16-23). 

Fri.—Of prosperity (Job 29 : 12-17). 

Sat.—Of strength (1 John 2: 14). 











What is included in stewardship? 

' What proportion of time should we give to 
God’s work? 

What help do we get from the idea of stew- 
ardship? > 


T IS told: of Dwight L. Moody that 
after he had accepted Christ as a boy 
of seventeen, he was so ignorant and so 
little able to express himself in fitting 
words, he was not admitted to member- 
ship in a church for over one year After 
he desired it. But at nineteen he was at 
work in Chicago in dead earnest, where 
he opened a Sunday-school in a vacated 
saloon in a neighborhood of two hundred 
saloons and gambling dens. 

“I have got only one talent. I have 
no education; but I love the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and I want to do something for 
him,” was his reply to an inquirer! 


But before fifteen years had passed, all 
Great Britain was moved by the power 
God had given to this man who began 


his teaching with colored children upon 
his lap, and by the light of tallow candles. 
ve 

Did it occur to you as you read the 
Scripture portion for this week’s prayer- 
meeting, Matthew 25: 14-30, that the tal- 
ents that God has given to us as Chris- 
tians may involve more than those thirgs 
usually thought of as talents? We are 
apt to think of some particular accom- 
plishment or some special ability that we 
may have as one of the talents. We 
may think of this person with a beauti- 
ful voice, or of that one-with a gift for 
speaking.in public, or still another with 
executive ability. But as we examine our 
own lives and perhaps do not see any 
of these marked or special gifts, we may 
wonder a little bit just what are our tal- 
ents. w 


The man in the parable gave talents 
unto his servants; and so if the man is 
the picture of the Isord Jesus Christ, as 
we believe it is, then his servants must 
be those who believe on him, and obey 
him, and therefore Christians. Yet we 
do not find that the gift of public speak- 
ing, or of a beautiful voice, or of other 
such abilities are limited to Christians. 
The servants of the Lord Jesus Christ 
then we may expect to be the receivers 
of special gifts given only to Christians. 
Let us think for a moment about some 
of them. The outline follows that sug- 
gested by the Rev. Harmon H. McQuil- 
kin at America’s Keswick, last July. 

First, may not one of our talents be 
the gift of the words of the Lord Jesus 
Christ (John 6:63; 12:48; 15:33 17: 
8)? From the parable we learn that we 
are to put the talent out to the bankers 
that it may increase. Are we doing that 
with the words of the Lord Jesus Christ? 
Are we telling them to others that they 
may take root in their hearts, and grow 
and be multiplied? The first step, of 


course, is to read the Word ourselves 
that it may take root in our own heart 
and grow up. Moody has said with re- 
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mit, then commit,.then submit, and then 
transmit. 

Second, may not one of the talents be 
the love of Christ (John 15:12, 13; Eph. 
3:19; Gal. 5:22)? Are we putting the 
love of the Lord Jesus Christ out to the 
bankers by getting it into the lives of 
others, by so letting it shine out in our 
lives that it will make others. hungry, for 
that same love? 

Third, may one of the talents be that 
of joy (John 15:11; Gal. 5:22)? Spur- 
geon once said that a good many Chris- 
tians seem to think that Paul wrote, 
“Groan in the Lord always, and again I 
say groan” (Phil. 4:4). Let us not hide 
our joy in Christ, so that others may 
never know it or see it. 

Fourth, may another talent be peace 
(John 14: 27; Gal. 5:22)? Some one has 
said that we can afford to be: extravagant 
with the peace of Christ. Are we putting 
it out to the bankers by bringing others 
in touch with Christ, by being that kind 
of peacemaker that brings others into 
reconciliation with God? He has com- 
mitted unto us the words of reconciliation, 
or peace (2 Cor. 5: 18-20). Are we fail- 
ing him in this important stewardship? 

Fifth, may we think of another talent 
as eternal life (John 5:25; 10:10)? But 
we say, “How can we multiply the tal- 
ent of eternal life, is not that only the 
gift of God?” True enough, but we mul- 
tiply it by telling ethers how they may 
have it, and by bringing them into touch 
with the one through whom alone the gift 
of eternal life comes. 

we 


Last of all we may think ‘of one of the 
talents, and it really. includes all the 
others mentioned, as the Lord Jesus Christ 
himself (John 14: 23; Phil. 3:8; Rev. 3: 
20). Can we then really put the Lord 
Jesus Christ out to the bankers? It was 
just such a faithful stewardship that 
made possible the spread of early Chris- 
tianity and the multiplying of the church, 
and it is just such a stewardship that the 
Lord Jesus Christ expects of you and me 
today (Matt. 28:10, 20). In face of such 
a great commission then, shall we not 
give more time than ever to sit at his 
feet and learn of him that, as faithful 
stewards, we may be able to give him 
out again, that his body, the Church, may 
grow and be strengthened? 

we 

Have I ever faced up squarely on the ques- 
tion of my stewardship to God? 

Can he call me a profitable servant? 

Am I willing to let him make me one? 
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You Unfairly 


OU are sized up every day by what 

you say and write. The words you 
use, how you use them; your spell- 
ing, grammar, punctuation—these tell 
the measure of your ability, your experi- 
ence; your breeding, more 
i is clearly than anything else. 
Your English says to all 
the world, ‘‘ This is what 


I am !”’ 
HERWIN CGODY 


How Poor English Hurts You 


English is the advertisement of your ability. Your lan- 
guage determines your position in the social and busi- 
ness scale. Charming per: lity, fine clothes, wonder- 

re ful appearance count for little if handicapped by im- 
perfect or “ slo; py English. 

People _ will nk you are lacking in education and 
culture if you spell incorrectly such common words ‘as 
“ business,”’ ‘‘ abbreviate,” etc.; if you say “ between 
you and I”’ instead of “‘ between you and me”; if you 
use “ who” fer ‘‘ whom” and “ shall’’ for “ will.”’ at 
can you expect people to think if you don’t know when 
to use one or two ‘‘c’s”’ or “‘ m’s” or ‘‘r’s” or when to 
use “‘ei’’ or “ie,” or if you say “hosPITable” when 
you should say ‘ HOSpitable.”’ Fairly or unfairly, 
grerybody everywhere judges you the same way. Poor 
English is an evéssary handi 
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If your English does not make people think the best 
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: win Cody, Lapin the best known teacher of practical 
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x which quickly gives you a commanding mastery of 
‘ English. The drudgery of rules and tiresome driils is 
‘ discarded. Each evening you are assi an easy 15- 
" minute lesson. No time is wasted on what you already 
‘ know. You are quickly shown your mistakes in spelling, 
punctuation, grammar, and pronunciation, and you 
> concentrate on the points that need attention. “By 
actual use correct English soon becomes a habit. 
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isready. If you are oon eumbarreus by mistakes in 
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i can not instantly command the exact words with which 
; to express Bred ideas, this. new free book, ‘* How to 
Speak and Write Masterly * will prove a rev- 
elation to you. Send the coupon or a letter or postal 
card for it zow, 
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| be -hard to recover; sin would stagger 


Make Others Judge |: 


For Family Worship 
By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Followine the Home Daily Bibie Read- 
ings on the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee 


“Precious Seed’”’ 


NE of the surest ways of “sharing 

the Good News” in such a way as 
to obtain eternally permanent results is 
to follow explicitly the directions found 
in Psalm 126:6. So sure are the results 
that it seems strange that some one has 
not thought of it on a large scale; for 
example, the placing of a copy of John’s 
Gospel, which is one of the most precious 
parts of the “precious seed,” in the hands 
of every man and woman and boy and 
girl in America (or in your Own com- 
munity), and watering the sowing of this 
seed (see Saturday’s reading) with such 
a deluge of intercession as only the Spirit 
himself could inspire. Crime would be 
checked thereby; the we-American Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Atheism 
would be checked; the mad rush after | 
pleasures would be checked; Modernism 
would receive a blow from which it would 


under the terrific onslaught; and -would 
not the Devil himself be put to rout? 
Who alone can bring it toe pass? God! 
Who is, as jt were, the power behind 
the throne of God? The praying man! 
The man whose heart is right toward God 
(1 John 3: 20-22) and whose will is in 
riect harmony with the will of God (1 
ohn 5:14, 15). Oh, for a legion of such 
intercessors! Or even one! (See 2 Chron. 
16:9; 1 Sam. 14:6.) 


February 28 to March 6 


Mon.—2 Corinthians 5 : 14-20. 
Sharing the Good. News. 

Writing on “The Extent of the Atone- 
ment” (vs. 14, 15), Alexander Marshall 
says: “If there were a single sinner on 
earth for whose sins Christ did not make 
atonement, even God himself could- not 
save such a.one. God would never tantal- 
ize a sinner with the proclamation of a 
pardon that never was made nor meant 
for him.” 

Prayer Svuccestiens: An Oregon 
reader suggests prayer that true evan- 
gelical believers. may be given courage 
to “come out” from churches that are 
‘entirely controlled by Modernism. “May 
God forgive us, and get us where he can 
really use us.’ This indeed is a@ subject 
for earnest prayer. 


Tues.—Matthew 28 : 16-20. 
The Great Commiss‘on. 


‘Rleven disciples”; some “worshipped 
him but some doubted’ (vs. 16, 17), 
even among “the eleven,” and even just 
before the “great commission” was. given. 
Was it because those doubts were com- 
municated to the disciples’ successors that 
for nineteen centuries an_ unbelieving 
church has failed to evangelize an unbe- 
lieving world? What tragedy! 


Prayer Succestions: The Same Ore- 
gon reader (see yesterday) writes: “Do 
pray for the boys and girls EVERYWHERE. 
What chance have they, with not only 
many of the day school teachers on the 
evolution trend, but even Sunday-school 
teachers, false ones, sweeping into God’s 
own house?” 

Wed—1 Corinthians 1 : 18-25. 
The Purpose of Preaching. 

Which verse sets forth the purpose of 
preaching? What characteristic of 
preaching is named? In whose eyes was 
Paul’s preaching “foolishness” ? 
was it foolish to them? To whom was 
his preaching “the power of God”? Is 
there much of this preaching in’ the world 
today? In your own church? 

Prayer SuGcEstions: In answer to- 
prayer The School Bag Gospel League (113 
— Street, ie York City) is ex- 
tending its work in an encouraging 
among the school..etitdren of aauview 
Large numbers of children are being en- 
listed in various centers. Continue pray- 





Thurs.—1 Corinthians 2 : 1-10. Paul’s Example. 


Paul was a man of great intellectual 
ability; towering high above the average, 
yet -he never depended upon that ability 
for spiritual power or results, but only 
upon that which the humblest and most 
mediocre of preachers or teachers may 
depend upon, confident of. bothpower and 
results, Study carefully verses 2, 4, and 5. 
Prayer Succestions: A Utah corre- 
spondent who is in a most diffieult field 
sends this quotation: “Though every man 
of us may be a hero for one fatal min- 
ute, very few remain so. after even a 
single day’s march.” How true! Pray 
for the enduring few, but pray* even more 
for the wayside-falling many. 
Fri—1 Thessalonians 2 : 1-12. 
The Minister’s Spirit. 
How many characteristics of the “min- 
ister’s spirit” are set forth in these verses? 
Can you distinguish as. many as ten? Note 
the expression, “Put in trust with the 
gospel” (v. 4), which to Paul was a most 
sacred trust (seee1 Cor. 4:1, 2; 2 Cor, 
4.1, 2). Is it also to you? For every 
beliéver has likewise been “put in trust.” 
PrAver Succestions: Pray for the 
Prayer Union for Israel; for the Hebrew 
Christian. Alliance-of America; for the 
Neue York Gospel Mission to the Jews 
(152 East Seventh Street); for thé 
Hephzibah House Bible Training School 


City); for the Scripture Gift Mission 
(119 South Fourth Street, Philadelphia). 


Sat.—Psalm 126. The Sower’s Reward. 
No better or more concrete example 


Bible than Paul the apostle. 
336-8; Gal. 4:10; 6:7-9; 1 Thess. 2: 
19; 3:7-10.) But note the quantity of 
the reaping as compared with the sowing: 
seed, sheaves; the sowing, a moment’s 
act; the reaping, eternity’s sure reward 
(“doubtless,” v. 6). 

Prayer Succestions: Reread the In- 
troduction, and pray that God will p 
it upon many a heart to thus evangelize 
his own community, and upon the heart 


(51 West Seventy-fifth Street, New York } 


of verses 5 and 6 can be found in all the} 
(Cf. 1 Cor. | 
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of the Church at large to. thus evangel — 
ize this entire nation, and to do 
ILY. and THOROUGHLY. 


night cometh.” 
Sun.—Isaiah 55: 1-7. The. Gracious Invitation, 


How “dear old Dad’. Jacoby, who used 
to be one of Dr. Torrey’s right-hand 
helpers, did love this chapter, especially 
verses 6 and 7! He knew their meat 
ing experimentally. The “gracious invi: 
tation” is repeated something like a dozen 
times in these seven verses. God’s maxi-« 
mum of blessing is promised for less than 
man’s minimum of outlay f men who are . 
minus in chgracter. 


From A CorRESPONDENT: “We are 
praying foh a mighty revival. For then 
parents and teachers will have their eyes 
opened to ‘their responsibility and_oppor- 
tunity. And then what'a chance for our 
boys and girls! For there are just mil- 
lions and mullions of them as lambs with- 
out @ shepherd.” 
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who made $7 in less than an hour. 
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away winter clothes, blankets and 
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will show you 


NOW for full details. 


C.E. COMER, The Comer Mfg. Co. 


Dept. W-647. - - + Dayton, Ohio 


A Wonderful Money-Maker 


We have recently brought out a household article that 
is needed in every home. It is CED-O-BAG, a moth-proof, 

erm-proof,dust-proof, damp-proof storage bag for clothes, 
plankets and furs. It takes the place of the costly cedar 
chest or the unsatisfactory paper bag. Its cost is so modest, 
its value so high, that women everywhere are 
buying on sight. That’s why you will find it so 
easy to take orders and make money. 


Big Profits for Easy Work 


We want you to become the local representa- 
ou have to do is 
rs, show a CED- 
O-BAG, take their orders, and sendthese orders 
You get your 
profit on the spot and in cash. And for doing this 
leasant work you can equal the earnings of O. E. 
Livingston, who made $4 in 30 minutes; or T. Wil- 
liams, who made $9 in two hours; or Mrs. H. Smith, 
Perhaps you can 


It will soon be time for the people to put 
rs. That’s 
when you will find it easiést to make money. 
Be ready for the harvest, Send me yourname 
position. I 
ow you can make $3 an hour, 
ofmore, in your spare time. Mail coupon 


$3 AN HOU 


in your SPARE TIME 


OU can make your spare time pay you $3 an hour profit. 
Y You can do as well as J. V. Davis, who cleared $5 inan 
L. H. Green, who cleaned up $12 in an after- 
noon; or, Mrs. Edith Phillips, who made $53 in a week's 
spare time. ‘The work is easy and pleasant. You don’t 
haye to invest any money. Experience is unnecessary, yet 
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